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Welcome

Introduction to Candidates

In 2021, the second year of the Covid-19 pandemic, a high number of candidates and a determined, efficient 

and tenacious European Museum of the Year Award (EMYA) jury defied museum lockdowns and closed borders 

to create and complete yet another interesting season of the EMYA awards. Sixty museums in all took part in 

the EMYA 2022 competition. 39 museums managed to compose their candidate applications during the Covid 

stricken winter and spring of 2021, and 21 candidates, that had been inaccessible for the jury in the summer of 

2020, were transferred as candidates for the EMYA 2022 competition. 

The European Museum Forum (EMF), which provides the legal and organizational framework for the EMYA, 

works within commitment to citizenship, democracy and human rights, to sustainability, and to bridging 

cultures and social and political borders, shaped not least by its close relationship with the Council of Europe. 

The different awards within the EMYA scheme reflect, represent, and emphasize different aspects and 

dimensions of these values. 



Awarded continuously since 1977, the EMYA award scheme responds to long term societal changes as well as 

current urgent social issues, and reflects the challenges, obligations and opportunities which museums face in 

the 21st century. How these values evolve and are interpreted over time, is one of the most dynamic and 

interesting undercurrents running through museum innovation these years. 

The Awards

Frustrated by lengthy lockdowns and questioning why museums or the cultural sector as such are not 

recognized by governments as essential for people’s health and wellbeing, museums had to reconsider or 

reinterpret their position and function in society. These are complex and conflicted times, and the celebration 

of the power and potential of museums has had to be balanced and tempered by a critical self-assessment of 

the apparent gap between how the sector sees itself and how it is perceived by society at large.  



During these past two years, many museums increased their online and their outdoor presence. Some few 

museums across Europe developed meaningful new functions and ways of placing their empty buildings, 

multipurpose facilities and underutilized resources at the service of their communities. One candidate museum 

notably became part of the essential infrastructure of the pandemic crisis management as it grew into an 

important regional vaccination centre, where ‘people could enjoy the archaeological collection and listen to 

live piano concerts’ while waiting in line. 

2021 as a year of critical self-assessment
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At the core of Kenneth Hudson’s contentious and somewhat polemic concept of ‘public quality’, which has been 

defining for the EMYA awards since its origin in the 1970s, is the basic claim and promise that museums are 

there to meet, address and serve the needs of the public. 



Year after year, candidates and winners of the EMYA awards demonstrate that the ability to identify and to meet 

real needs in a museum’s communities, depends more on the willingness to listen deeply and on the museum’s 

definition of its values and purpose rather than on the nature of its collections or the scale of its resources.


Likewise, year after year, candidate museums also underscore that a thorough museum innovation calls for a 

complete and integrated metamorphosis, involving and transforming all aspects of the museum, from mission, 

policies and governance to collections, documentation, and exhibitions. 



The multifaceted processes of creating new museums or reinventing existing ones provide windows into the 

zeitgeist, into current trends and the near future of museums. Reimagining a future museum – an individual 

museum as well as the museum as a paradigm – entails a critical perspective on the origin and the past 

practices that have shaped the museum, including detecting where and how traditional blind spots of power 

and privilege may now thwart and obstruct current egalitarian, inclusive and participatory intentions and 

efforts.

PUBLIC QUALITY AND MEETING REAL NEEDS

While the unity of the traditional museum functions – collecting, researching, documenting, preserving, 

exhibiting and otherwise communicating –  remains what makes museums unique compared to other cultural, 

educational, and scientific institutions, at this point of time museums face a number of strategic choices – 

epitomised also by the coronavirus crisis – that demand a more profound attention to the foundation of values 

from which they work, and to the ethical dimensions of the partnerships into which they enter. 



To become relevant and to remain relevant, to function as a gathering point, as a point of reference and 

orientation for their communities, museums are increasingly aware of their obligations to address the urgent 

issues of our times. And with much more porous borders, they often do so with new, self-confident working 

methods, in trans-sectoral partnerships and in close, integrated cooperation with their constituents.



Again, this seems independent of the size, collections and subject matter of museums, and follows no general 

blueprint of strategies, a defined list of topics and themes, or a set of prescribed methods. It is rather a basic set 

of values, an overall perspective and more sustainable approaches that come into play most convincingly when 

tapping into each museum’s particular strength and reflecting its specific context and particular collections, 

topographies, and demographics. 

A FOCUS ON VALUES AND ETHICS
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The accelerating climate changes, the escalating destruction of nature and exploding loss of biodiversity 

constitute one such major field that museums can no longer avoid or ignore. The tension and conflicts of social 

injustice and the absurdly growing local, regional and global inequalities in power and opportunities, in wealth, 

welfare and wellbeing is another such urgent area. 


The development of an ethical point of view is not least urgent for and in museums, where the collections still 

function as the material carriers of western glory and dominance. A continued resistance towards restitution in 

European museums can undermine both the credibility of museums as such and a global sense of community 

among museums. 

A FOCUS ON VALUES AND ETHICS

It is with much anticipation and hope that EMYA 2022 is planned for May 2022 with the Estonian National 

Museum as host. The Estonian National Museum is the winner of the Kenneth Hudson Award in 2018 for its 

untraditional and diverse concept of a nation and of a national museum, for its innovative, symbolic choices of 

site and architecture, and for its inclusive, dialogue-based working methods.



For the EMYA and the EMF, it is important that the particular experience, knowledge and skills of winners are 

not just showcased fleetingly and momentarily but transmitted and retained over the years. The annual 

conferences are occasions for direct exchange between candidate museums, and former winners return as 

panellists, speakers, and workshop leaders. The annual candidates and winners brochures – now in a digital 

format – and the archives of European Museum Forum website, at www.europeanforum.museum, will 

supplement the – hopefully – real life conference and will serve to facilitate subsequent contacts among 

museums and to preserve some of the substance of innovative practices throughout the years of the 

competition. 

Jette Sandahl


Chair, European Museum Forum

EMYA 2022 AT THE ESTONIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM IN TARTU



THE 
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Website link

www.tiroler-landesmuseen.at/ausstellung/arten-vielfalt-tirols

Innsbruck, AUSTRIA

Natural History Museum Weiherburg

Natural History Museum Weiherburg opened on 

March 21, 2021. It is housed in the Weiherburg 

Castle, a late-Gothic residence, dating back to the 

15th century. Directly adjacent and operationally 

linked to the Alpenzoo Innsbruck, it is located on 

the mountain slope, above the city of Innsbruck.


 


The museum acts as an ambassador of nature in 

the Alps, with a particular focus on biodiversity. The 

historical rooms of the museum present temporary 

exhibitions, changing annually. Its first temporary 

exhibition "Diversity of Tyrol – Ex & Neo" has dealt 

with simultaneously the natural and anthropogenic 

extinction processes, including some newly 

introduced invasive species. This exhibition 

extends the presentation of some of the species 

that could be found at the Alpenzoo nearby.

The new museum plans to renew its exhibitions by 

displaying specimens borrowed from the natural 

history collections of the Tyroler Landesmuseum 

Ferdinandeum (Tyrolean State Museum). This 

cooperation of the Landesmuseum, the Alpenzoo, 

and the Natural History Museum Weiherburg has 

allowed for the first public display of these 

collections, assembled over nearly two centuries, as 

well the first natural history presentation in 

Innsbruck. In preserving these specimens, Natural 

History Museum Weiherburg benefits from the 

expertise of taxidermist Peter Morass who was 

awarded first prize in the 2004 European Taxidermy 

Competition.
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Website link

www.jmw.at

Vienna, AUSTRIA

Jewish Museum Vienna

The Museum Judenplatz originally opened in 2000 

as a branch of the Jewish Museum Vienna. 

Archaeological excavations conducted in the 1990s 

in the heart of Vienna led to important discoveries 

about the medieval Jewish community in Vienna 

and provided the basis for the opening of the 

museum. The city square where the museum is 

located is a memory site itself, hosting also the 

Memorial to the Austrian Jewish Victims of the 

Holocaust, as well as remains of a medieval 

synagogue unearthed in the 1990s.



The museum occupies the ground floor and the 

basement of the Misrachi House that throughout 

centuries belonged to different Jewish families. 

Today, the House is part of the Zionist Association, 

hosting also an active synagogue and serving as a 

meeting place for the vibrant Jewish community of 

Vienna. 



The museum’s new permanent exhibition “Our 

Medieval City! The First Jewish Community in 

Vienna”, on display since 2021, provides a valuable 

insight into different aspects of life of the Jewish 

community of Vienna in the Middle Ages and its 

contribution to Austrian society in general. By 

drawing on research and practice from different 

disciplines, the exhibition invites visitors to reflect 

on the multi-layered nature of historical 

knowledge and the need to allow for an 

interpretation of historical narratives through 

multiple perspectives.
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Website link

www.kbr.be

Brussels, BELGIUM

KBR Museum, The Library of the Dukes of Burgundy

In 2019, the Royal Library of Belgium, located in 

the heart of Brussels, changed its official name to 

KBR Museum, and opened its unique collection of 

illuminated manuscripts from the Dukes of 

Burgundy to the public in a new interactive display. 

The new exhibition allows these masterpieces to 

shine light onto Europe’s medieval history and 

provide a better understanding of the cultural 

value and significance of the golden era in which 

these manuscripts were created. Now, one of the 

most precious manuscript collections in the world 

is made accessible to a wide audience.

The museum invites its visitors to choose a profile 

at the start of their discovery, exploring original 

documents in one of the preferred ways: as a 

culture seeker, an explorer, or through a more 

playful journey. New technology, including tablets 

and screens, brings visitors closer to the documents 

by giving a chance to browse through the 

manuscripts and to magnify each in detail. Visitors 

can also try out parchment, compose an 

illuminated manuscript, and learn how modern 

restorers make copies of ancient books. As the 

manuscripts are very fragile and require 

safekeeping, KBR changes its exhibits and items on 

display three times a year.
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Website link

www.gum.gent

Ghent, BELGIUM

Ghent University Museum (GUM)

Ghent University Museum (GUM) is a new museum 

dedicated to science and experimentation. It is 

located in the Ledeganck Complex, constructed in 

the 1960s as part of the Ghent University, situated 

within the University Botanical Garden. Renovation 

of the building started in 2008, and the museum 

development was completed in 2019. 



GUM encourages visitors, scientists, artists, and 

students alike to connect through critical thinking, 

while exploring the academic heritage and 

collections of the university. GUM displays science 

as a dynamic concept. 

Visitors don’t just learn about great geniuses or 

inventions. Instead, they discover that science is the 

result of imagination, doubt and collaboration. It is 

the story of how scientists search, how they use 

their imagination and how they overcome 

obstacles and are driven by doubt on their path to 

new insights.



In its exhibitions, GUM allows for collaborations 

with artists, bringing in multi-layered perspectives 

on its collections, display, and vision. GUM sees 

itself as a “forum for science, doubt and art” where 

visitors can delve into the scientist's mind, 

exploring some of the challenges and questions 

that affect our lives and ways of thinking. It is a 

museum to explore, to raise doubts and to reflect 

on preconceived notions of science.
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Website link

https://www.museel.be

Louvain-la-Neuve, BELGIUM

Musée L - University Museum of Louvain

Located in Louvain-la-Neuve, Musée L, the new 

museum of the Catholic University of Louvain 

(UCL), opened its doors to the public in 2017, in a 

fully renovated building that is a landmark of post-

modern architecture, designed by the Belgian 

architect André Jacqmain.



Its uniqueness and distinctive characteristics are 

evident in the open and often unpredictable 

dialogue, deliberately established between the 

university's artistic projects and the natural history 

specimens, archaeological and ethnographic 

objects and scientific collections. 

The museum aims to be an open house by making 

the university’s heritage accessible to all, 

challenging visitors’ knowledge, eliciting emotion, 

and inspiring new approaches in trying to fill in 

cultural gaps between scientific content, works of 

art, and educational programs.



Musée L strives to show and stress the importance 

of creating bridges between distant times, different 

artistic, scientific theories, ideas and concepts. The 

diversity of its themes leads visitors to posing 

questions, both about art and science. Each section 

of the exhibition shows how, as human beings, we 

are all connected to the world and to each other, 

however opposite and distant our forms of 

expression in science and art may be.
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Website link

www.migratiemuseummigration.be

Molenbeek-Saint-Jean (Brussels), BELGIUM

MigratieMuseumMigration

MigratieMuseumMigration (MMM) opened in 

Molenbeek-Saint-Jean, near Brussels in 2019. It is a 

participatory, community-anchored interactive 

museum about migration, globalisation and 

multiculturalism, with a particular focus on 

Belgium. It has been envisioned and created 

together with immigrants and refugees living in 

the area, and its focus is on cohabitation in 

diversity.



MMM encourages citizens of Brussels with 

migration roots, migrants and refugees to tell and 

share their personal stories. 



Through its two core exhibitions "Waves of 

Migrations" and “Stories”, the museum aims to 

introduce the historic timeline which traces the 

main migratory flows in Brussels/Molenbeek and in

Belgium, from the World War II to the present day, 

and reveal the vast series of individual life stories 

and personal accounts of migrating trajectories to 

Europe and Belgium. In addition to ethnic diversity, 

gender, social class and life philosophies, notions of 

statelessness and intersectionality are also present 

and explored within these exhibitions.



MMM regularly hosts programmes on cultural 

diversity and interculturalism, human rights and 

active tolerance, and provides guided tours in a 

number of languages. MMM shows the importance 

of the common values that underpin European 

integration: freedom, human rights, non-

discrimination, tolerance, solidarity, equality, and 

pluralism.
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Website link

facebook.com/muzejdrvorezbarstva

Konjic, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Woodcarving Museum

The small town of Konjic became famous for 

carved wooden furniture and other carved 

decorative objects in the 19th century when 

craftsmen and their products were presented at 

large European exhibitions. Production flourished 

during the period of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, 

between two world wars, when carved wooden 

furniture was a symbol of luxurious urban interiors 

in Bosnia and beyond. 



The Konjic woodcarving tradition is included in 

UNESCO´s list of World Intangible Heritage and is 

now preserved at the Woodcarving Museum, 

opened in 2019. 


The historical core of the museum’s exhibition is 

based on a selection of objects of traditional craft, 

documents and photographs presented in the 

house where the workshop of the Nikšić family 

once operated. The family heirs continue the 

woodcarving tradition through their company 

ZANAT (Craft).



The museum raises awareness and educates about 

the craft and tradition. To link the heritage to the 

present day, there is a memorial wall of 218 stools 

with the names of woodcarvers from Konjic, a small 

workshop, and a presentation of new products. 

Visitors can experience the history of the craft 

through its early original forms to the current 

products of the company, seeing how traditional 

techniques used a century ago have now been 

successfully transferred into new creations.
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Website link

gmvt.com.hr

Virovitica, CROATIA

Virovitica City Museum

The Virovitica City Museum is a regional museum 

with a complex collection. It is a centre for the 

regional heritage research, education, and cultural 

life. It is housed in the Pejačević manor house, a 

national monument, built in a refined classical 

manner, surrounded by a park and located in the 

very heart of Virovitica. With the help of the project 

‘5 to 12 for the Castle’, the entire complex went 

through a comprehensive renovation, becoming a 

modern and functional public space.



The core of the museum is the new permanent 

exhibition titled ‘Wood Age’. The show’s narrative is 

built around the use of wood throughout the 

human history, and especially in the territory of 

Virovitica and its surroundings.


Wood is a natural resource and is part of our social 

life. It can be found in houses, churches, furniture, 

tools, crafts and industry, instruments, arms, works 

of art. It is practically everywhere. By displaying the 

use of wood, this museum shares life stories of 

local inhabitants which become in a way stories of 

people in general. We see that wood has been here 

for as long as we know, and it will be here, 

hopefully, forever as part of our human existence.

13

http://gmvt.com.hr


Website link

www.besaettelsesmuseet.dk

Aarhus, DENMARK

Occupation Museum, Aarhus 1940-45

The Besættelsesmuseet is located in the heart of 

Aarhus, in a building formerly serving as the town 

hall, which at the end of the WWII became the 

Gestapo headquarters. Following the war, it was 

used by the city police as a station, until eventually 

being turned into a museum, started by former 

members of the Aarhus Resistance in 1982. In 2011, 

the Besættelsesmuseet became a branch of Den 

Gamle By, known for its interactive exhibits based 

on everyday life and recreating historical 

atmosphere in detail. The museum went through a 

comprehensive redevelopment in 2014 and then 

additionally from 2018 to 2020.

The museum now serves as a key site for 

Resistance remembrance in Aarhus. Its new 

exhibition allows visitors to view and analyse this 

period of Danish history from a multitude of 

perspectives, including giving active voices to the 

enemy. The main objective of the museum is to 

make the history of the WWII and Resistance 

relevant to the present day, while making visitors 

reflect not only on the historical events, but also on 

the lives of the regular people and the choices that 

they had to make every day during the war –– and 

by doing so, projecting these sometimes life-

altering decisions onto our own lives today.
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Website link

www.holmegaardvaerk.dk

Fensmark, DENMARK

Holmegaard Museum

Holmegaard Værk is a new museum which opened 

to the public in June 2020 at the premises of the 

defunct Holmegaard Glassworks factory, one of the 

key producers of glass in Denmark and Scandinavia 

since 1825. It is located in Fensmark, a village 

previously occupied mostly by workers and staff of 

the factory. 



Holmegaard Værk is managed by a self-governing 

institution Museum Sydøstdanmark (Museum 

Southeast Denmark), running several other sites in 

the area. The historic site of the Holmegaard 

factory, leased from the municipality, and the 

Holmegaard Glass Collection, donated by the 

Rosendahl Design in 2010, create the basis of the 

new Holmegaard Museum.

In the way that it is organised, Holmegaard Værk is 

indeed a cultural complex. It includes a crafts 

museum showcasing glass and ceramics design 

and production; an art gallery, hosting temporary 

exhibitions; a community and cultural centre, 

organising various events, classes and workshops; 

artist studios; and a tourist and information centre 

for the area. It has already become an important 

centre for the local community, preserving and 

sharing the legacy of Holmegaard not just as a 

glass factory, but also as part of the local identity, 

deeply associated with the artistic and creative 

tradition and a brand that is recognised 

internationally. Holmegaard Værk strives to 

preserve and foster that tradition and our 

appreciation of craft, art and creativity.
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Website link

www.holstebro-museum.dk

Holstebro, DENMARK

Holstebro Museum

Holstebro Museum is a regional museum located in 

the West Jutland part of Denmark. The museum 

was established in 1931 as a local history museum. 

It moved to its current location, which it shares 

with the Holstebro Kunstmuseum (Holstebro Art 

Museum) in 1981. The new redevelopment project 

was started in 2014 with the goal of creating a 

more comfortable atmosphere for visitors and 

turning the museum into a meeting point for local 

residents, as well as showing the connection 

between Holstebro and the rest of the world. The 

museum reopened to the public in October 2019.

The museum’s narrative is based around the 

exploration of the regional identity of the people 

of West Jutland and the history of Denmark in 

general. It is deeply rooted in the local culture and 

traditions –– and is therefore the primary resource 

for information and material about Holstebro and 

its region. Its exhibitions are presented in a 

contemporary and engaging manner, through 

compelling storytelling, accounting for different 

perspectives and letting individual stories shine 

through. The museum sees itself as a regional 

museum with an international perspective, as seen 

particularly through its large international shows. 

Yet it still manages to maintain its ‘local dialect’, 

both in its display and in its public programmes 

and community outreach.
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Website link

www.meremuuseum.ee

Tallinn, ESTONIA

The Estonian Maritime Museum Foundation

Fat Margaret is a former cannon tower and part of 

the city wall in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of 

the Old Town of Tallinn. It is a part of The Estonian 

Maritime Museum, together with Lennusadam 

Seaplane Harbour. The museum’s mission is to 

promote the knowledge and understanding of 

Estonia’s maritime history, nurture respect for and 

love of the sea through responsibility, cooperation, 

and openness. 



Discovery of two shipwrecks in Kadriorg in 2015 

served as an impulse for the museum’s 

redevelopment project. As part of the renovation, 

significant new discoveries were made – the 

excavation work in the courtyard and the lower 

ground floor of the cannon tower revealed new 

parts of the former town walls and fortifications. 




The museum project was adapted and re-designed 

considering these new findings and research.



Significant work was performed during the 

restoration of Fat Margaret, where requirements for 

both preservation on the one hand and 

functionality and access for disabled people on the 

other have now been met, accommodating even a 

small restaurant overlooking the city. Varied 

exhibits with a focus on objects and their narrative 

are accompanied by audio-visual content and 

provide an introduction to Estonian maritime 

culture and affairs.
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Website link

www.musiikkimuseofame.fi

Helsinki, FINLAND

Music Museum Fame – The Finnish Music Hall of Fame

The Finnish Music Hall of Fame is a museum 

dedicated to Finnish music and popular culture. 

The museum combines different genres and 

periods: from symphony to Finnish rap, from folk 

music to metal, beginning from the 1890s and to 

the present day. The museum presents this heritage 

through music, videos, photos, objects and 

interactive displays, supported by contemporary 

sound systems and clever technological 

solutions.



The museum was created with Finnish music 

afficionados and musicians in mind. The life’s work 

of some of the most beloved Finnish musicians is 

highlighted in the core part of the exhibition. It is 

meant to be renewed annually through 

collaborations with large musical companies and 

audiences alike.




The Finnish Music Hall of Fame is a private 

institution, founded in 2016. The museum is 

situated in Helsinki’s second biggest city centre 

Pasila, in Scandinavia’s biggest shopping and 

entertainment complex. The location allows the 

museum to be closer to people and is part of the 

museum’s innovative business and management 

model. As such, for instance, the Finnish Music Hall 

of Fame also functions as a concert venue, a 

restaurant and a centre for collecting music-related 

memorabilia, attracting and serving people with 

different interests daily.
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Website link

www.museeairespace.fr

Paris, FRANCE

National Air and Space Museum of France

The National Air and Space Museum of France has 

been sited at Le Bourget Airport in the North of 

Paris since the 1970s. The airport now serves only 

business and private planes, so the museum site 

has expanded to 12.5 hectares. The two new 

galleries, dedicated to exhibitions on Pioneers of 

Flight and the Great War, are housed in the historic 

1930s terminal building which has been fully 

restored to a very high standard, capturing the 

glamour of the early days of flight. It is mainly 

funded by the Ministry of Armed Forces, which is 

the primary sponsor of the museum. It holds a 

unique collection of objects and explores 

transdisciplinary themes around aeronautics, 

aviation and space.  

The museum attracts a diverse audience and offers 

an experience encompassing dream and reality, 

learning and entertainment, knowledge and 

experiments. Together with the French Air Forces, it 

joins the Ministry of Armed Forces in raising 

awareness, especially among the young 

generations, of the army-nation connection. The 

museum is also a site of memory, enabling a better 

understanding of our past, while maintaining an 

orientation to the future. 
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Website link

www.museum.ge

Bolnisi, GEORGIA

Bolnisi Museum of Georgian National Museum

The Bolnisi Museum is a new scientific, cultural and 

educational centre of the Georgian National 

Museum situated in Bolnisi, the capital of the 

Kvemo Kvartli region, in south eastern Georgia. 

Since 2020, it has welcomed visitors in its newly 

built and modern venue.  



The museum has the ambition to serve as a hub of 

diversity and inclusion and a platform where 

research, education and tourism can interconnect 

and contribute to the advancement of the local 

community. The programmes and activities offered 

by the Bolnisi Museum are varied, intellectually 

accessible, and are designed to appeal to the 

widest possible audience and to foster social 

integration and cohesion within the local 

population.  

The museum has a growing collection of objects 

from various historical periods, from the early 

hominins discovered in the region and up to the 

20th century. The permanent exhibition displays 

significant archaeological material from 

excavations conducted in the vicinity, as well as 

artefacts related to the migration of the German 

population to the Bolnisi area, and art from the 

Georgian National Museum. Bolnisi Museum’s 

permanent exhibition provides an insight into the 

history of cultural diversity of the region and its 

relevance in the global context.
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Website link

www.beethoven.de

Bonn, GERMANY

Beethoven House

Beethoven-Haus association was founded in 1889 

by 12 Bonn citizens in order to preserve the 

building where Beethoven was born and establish 

a memorial place. Only four years later the museum 

was founded. The museum went through a 

comprehensive redevelopment for the 250th 

anniversary of Beethoven’s birth in 2020. The 

German Federal Government declared the 2020 

celebrations as a “national responsibility and task” 

and supported the museum’s redevelopment 

project. 



The museum is located in the historic city centre of 

Bonn, surrounded by some of the original 

Beethoven-related sites. When entering the listed 

building at Bonngasse 20, visitors come into an 

authentic setting. The newly designed exhibition 

showcases the historic building at its best. 

Amid numerous historical and personal artefacts, 

visitors can immerse themselves int the world of 

Beethoven. Rather than prescribing a certain 

narrative path, the exhibition enables visitors to 

stroll freely through the building and, depending 

on their particular focus or interest, delve into 

different themes and follow links that have been 

created between various objects and topics. 



Beethoven-Haus is also a venue for international 

and national congresses and conferences. In 

addition to regular tours and educational 

programmes, there are special projects for 

international researchers, along with thematic 

exhibitions, concerts and events presenting artists 

from around the world.
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Website link

www.festung-xperience.de

Dresden, GERMANY

Fortress Dresden

Fortress Dresden is located in the preserved part of 

the Dresden fortification, one of the oldest 

monuments in the city and one of the most 

important cultural heritage sites in Saxony. 

Construction of the fortifications began in the 16th 

century and  at that time these were amongst  the 

most advanced in Europe. Today, the fortress wall 

covers the only remaining part of the former 

bastions. It was renovated and opened to the 

public with its new exhibition under the name 

Fortress Xperience in November 2019.

Fortress Xperience is a digital exhibition which 

presents historical facts in a theatrical manner. 

Visitors come into the original environment of the 

monument and can, by using a multimedia system, 

experience a dramatic interpretation of the fortress’ 

history as it took place exactly at this location 400 

years ago. Twenty-six  theatrical stations, all based 

on original facts, place the visitor at the centre of 

history. The fortress is never a backdrop for the 

story but is always the key focus of information and 

presentation. The historical facts are given by 

animated images, illustrations, film clips, 3D-

animated figures and sound. The theatrically 

presented history of the fortress creates an 

emotional contact for each individual visitor with 

the monument and its history. 
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Website link

www.experimenta.science

Heilbronn, GERMANY

experimenta

experimenta is Germany’s largest and one of the 

most innovative science centres. It is situated in 

the heart of the city of Heilbronn, next to the river 

Neckar, in Southern Germany.


 


As part of this new project, an impressive building 

of glass and steel has been constructed next to a 

restored oil-seed storehouse. experimenta’s Science 

Dome is a unique combination of a theatre and a 

planetarium with a 360° 3D-dome projection 

screen, as well as a revolving auditorium and an 

observatory at the top. In the permanent exhibition, 

visitors can explore and carry out experiments at 

the 275 interactive stations, with additional space 

provided for specially curated exhibitions. 

Visitors can try and discover their talents in several 

hands-on workshops on media and engineering. In 

addition, experimenta has a wide variety of 

laboratories offering programs for groups and 

individuals, from kindergarten age to secondary 

school students and adults. The Maker Space is a 

place where young inventors can design, 

experiment, build and interact with each other, 

while at the Student Research Centre young 

explorers are guided through their first scientific 

projects. 



With its wide range of unique stations and 

experiments, experimenta aims to bring 

understanding of, and inspire interest in, science.
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Website link

www.ludwig-erhard-zentrum.de

Fürth, GERMANY

Ludwig Erhard Centre

The Ludwig Erhard Zentrum (LEZ) is located in 

Fürth and is an interactive learning centre and 

museum about Ludwig Erhard, his concept of the 

social market economy, and contemporary history 

and politics. It features permanent and special 

exhibitions, an educational supermarket for 

children, events, educational programs and a 

research institute in partnership with the local 

university and the ‘ifo Institute’. The heart of the 

project is Ludwig Erhard’s original birth house 

which is located nearby in the city centre of Fürth. 

The comprehensive transformation of the historical 

house, and its expansion through an addition of a 

newly constructed building, has created a complex 

for the study of contemporary history, economics, 

and politics.

Ludwig Erhard’s biography and economic history up 

to 1945 are presented in his family house. The new 

building on the opposite side of the street focuses 

on Ludwig Erhard as a politician, his concept of the 

social market economy and the economic and 

social development of the Federal Republic of 

Germany. The exhibition shows how the social 

market economy prevailed in post-war Germany 

and contributed to the country's economic success. 

Exhibition material is presented through engaging 

interactive media stations and open dialogue 

installations.
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Website link

www.hegel-haus.de

Stuttgart, GERMANY

Museum Hegel House

Museum Hegel House is located at the original 

birthplace of philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich 

Hegel in Stuttgart. It went through a 

comprehensive redevelopment and reopened on 27 

August 2020 to mark the 250th anniversary of the 

philosopher's birth. With the new Hegel House, the 

city of Stuttgart encourages its citizens, school 

groups and students, as well as museum guests 

from all over the world to engage with Hegel’s 

philosophy. It aims to make Hegel’s ideas more 

accessible to a wider public.  



A visit to the museum begins on the ground floor 

with a multimedia installation ‘Hegel for Beginners’, 

which uses floor-to-ceiling projections and 

advanced 3D technology. 

The ‘Hegel's life and work’ permanent exhibition 

spans over two floors. In addition, an escape room 

‘The Phenomenology of Spirit’ offers a certain form 

of introspection and meditation.



In addition to guided tours and a multimedia 

companion to the exhibitions, the museum offers 

access to its content with unconventional formats 

and special co-operations. It works in partnership 

with various local institutions in Stuttgart, such as 

bars and clubs, and hosts special events with local 

hip-hop artists, among other things. The museum 

offers an interactive digital programme with online 

live interviews, podcasts, virtual philosophical 

cocktail evenings and much more.
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Website link

www.capodistriasmuseum.gr

Corfu,  GREECE

Capodistrias Museum – Center of Capodistrian Studies

Capodistrias Museum is the first and only museum 

in Greece devoted exclusively to the life and work 

of Ioannis A. Capodistrias (1776 – 1831), the first 

Governor of Greece, senior European diplomat, a 

doctor, politician and visionary. The museum is 

located in the former family country estate of 

Capodistrias known as ‘Koukouritsa’, in the middle 

of the island of Corfu. It offers a journey into the 

life story of Capodistrias, starting from his 

childhood in Corfu and until his assassination in 

Nafplio in the Peloponnese. The story also serves 

as an introduction into the history of Corfu, modern 

Greece and Europe.

In 1979, Maria Dessylla-Kapodistrias, mayor of the 

town of Corfu, donated her family estate of over 

13,000 m2 with an 18th-century house and a 

garden to three cultural institutions: the Corfu 

Reading Society, the Philharmonic Society of Corfu, 

and the Society of Corfu Studies. These institutions 

founded the museum and in recent years 

developed it into the complex known as the Center 

of Capodistrian Studies. The museum, which 

emphasises the atmosphere of the environment 

and the past, is a modern organisation with the 

public service role in researching, preserving and 

presenting the heritage of Corfu through the deep 

threads that tie it to the Greek and European 

history.
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Website link

www.nmsi.is

Reykjavik, ICELAND

Icelandic Museum of Natural History

Opened in December 2018, the exhibition Water in 

Icelandic Nature is the first permanent exhibition 

of the Icelandic Museum of Natural History, 

established in 2007. The museum is based in a 

complex called Perlan (‘The Pearl’), outside of 

Reykjavik. With the height of 25 metres, it is a 

unique public site, built around six large reservoir 

tanks holding geothermal water. A visit to Perlan 

constitutes an introduction to the natural beauty of 

Icelandic nature, for local visitors and tourists alike. 

In addition to permanent and special exhibitions, 

Perlan also holds a planetarium, a café-restaurant, 

and a 360° observation terrace.

The Water in Icelandic Nature exhibition 

demonstrates the importance of fresh water as 

Iceland’s most precious and valuable resource. It 

utilises various interactive media devices and 

stations to engage with the audience and present 

the material in a compelling and easy-to-

understand manner, which is often a challenge 

when it comes to the complex academic 

information. The exhibits are of various types and 

many of them are tailored especially towards 

children. The most unusual aspects of the 

exhibition are the live aquatic organisms – animals, 

microbes and plants – which visitors can handle 

and examine using hands-on tools and 

microscopes.
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Website link

www.nanonagleplace.ie

Cork, IRELAND

Nano Nagle Place

This museum celebrates the educational and 

religious work of Honora "Nano" Nagle (1718 – 

1784), who founded a school for the Catholic poor 

in Cork at a time when this was illegal as a result 

of the conquest of Ireland by England.  She went on 

to found the Presentation Sisters, an order of nuns 

which still runs schools in many parts of the world, 

and which provided the funds required for the 

project. The four 18th-century buildings which 

have been restored include one built under Nano 

Nagle herself, and the original walls now enclose 

an urban garden, Nano Nagle’s tomb and the nuns’ 

graveyard. A 19th-century Gothic Revival chapel 

was added later, as well as a number of extensions 

to expand the classroom space.

Nano Nagle Place is unusual in that it doesn’t 

simply preserve the material heritage of religion, 

but the intangible heritage of spiritually inspired 

care for the excluded and disadvantaged.  Drawing 

inspiration from Nano Nagle, it aims to be a 

community museum that champions social justice, 

inclusion and community education in Cork. Its 

engagement programmes, such as those for asylum 

seekers and isolated elderly men, are not separate, 

but as much part of the museum core as its 

exhibition displays.
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Website link

www.moli.ie

Dublin, IRELAND

Museum of Literature Ireland (MoLI)

The ambition of the Museum of Literature Ireland 

(MoLI) is to be a new landmark cultural institution 

in the heart of Ireland’s capital city. MoLI is a 

creative, collaborative partnership between 

University College Dublin (UCD), which is Ireland’s 

largest university, and the National Library of 

Ireland, with the support of some philanthropic 

funding. The creation of the museum involved 

redevelopment and restoration of a complex of 

buildings and gardens that were the original home 

of the UCD – two landmark Georgian houses and a 

Victorian Assembly Hall. Many renowned Irish 

writers, including James Joyce, Maeve Binchy and 

Flann O’Brien, studied here. The museum aims to 

be self-sustaining and does not receive direct 

funding for operational costs from either partner or 

from the state.

MoLI celebrates Ireland’s internationally renowned 

literary culture and heritage from the past to the 

present, inspiring the next generation to create, 

read and write. Immersive multimedia exhibitions, 

priceless artefacts from the collections of the 

National Library of Ireland, lectures, performances, 

free-to-access children’s educational programmes, 

digital broadcasting, research facilities and a 

courtyard café set in one of the city’s most 

beautiful and tranquil gardens make the museum a 

major contribution to the local and international 

literary landscape.
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Website link

facebook.com/MuCastromediano

Lecce, ITALY

Sigismondo Castromediano Museum

The Sigismondo Castromediano Museum is located 

in Lecce, the cultural heart of Salento, a territory 

rich in history within the Apulia region, in the 

South of Italy. Sigismondo Castromediano, an 

intellectual and aristocrat who donated his 

impressive archaeological collection to the local 

authorities for the benefit of the local population, 

established it in 1868. 



The museum is housed in a 19th-century building 

which was extensively renovated at the end of the 

1970s, following the design of a famous Italian 

architect Franco Minissi. The renovation resulted in 

improved accessibility and fluidity of the space, and 

in creation of new multifunctional social spaces 

within the museum’s premises.

The new permanent exhibition, inspired and guided 

by the ideas of fluidity and continuity in the 

development of the archaeological narrative, was 

inaugurated in 2019. The exhibition presents the 

history of Salento from the early prehistoric times 

to the beginning of the 20th century through five 

itineraries (the Seascape, the Landscape, the 

Sacred, the Living, and the Dead), which visitors are 

invited to explore in any order they prefer. In 

addition, the museum regularly produces and hosts 

temporary exhibitions, both indoors and outdoors, 

organises lectures, panels and art and educational 

activities for its very diverse audience.
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Website link

www.adidesignmuseum.org

Milan, ITALY

ADI Design Museum

Inaugurated in May 2021, ADI Design Museum is 

dedicated to Italian design and positions itself as a 

new actor in Milan’s rich design oriented urban 

setting. Located next to Milan’s Chinatown, in a 

dynamic city environment undergoing 

transformation, it shares proximity to a number of 

new cultural organisations and recreational 

spaces.



The museum project concerns the transformation 

of an old industrial space previously used as a 

depot for horse-drawn trams and as an electricity 

distribution system. The museum preserves, 

promotes and enhances the cultural  heritage, both 

intangible and material, of the ADI Compasso d'Oro 

Historical Collection, which includes award winning 

Italian design products selected by the Compasso 

d'Oro international juries. 

The collection, presented in a chronological 

manner from 1954 to 2020, covers a wide range of 

issues and areas, such as design for living, design 

for mobility, design for work, service design, design 

for an individual, corporate research, design for 

communication, and social design.



The ADI Design Museum is a welcoming space 

allowing visitors to explore its rich collections in a 

pleasant and contemporary exhibition setting. Its 

young mediator team, eager to welcome and assist 

visitors, is of especially high calibre.
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Website link

www.visitaluksne.lv/en/visit/aluksnes-banisa-stacija

Alūksne, LATVIA

Alūksne Bānītis Station

Alūksne Bānītis Station is a municipal museum 

created in 2018 to emphasise the importance of 

railways in the development of Alūksne city. The 

museum is situated in the renovated historical 

railway luggage shed and is the centre of the 

Alūksne Station Quarter. It includes an exhibition 

building, a railway restaurant, a hotel, places for 

concerts, events, meetings and gatherings.



The museum’s main topic is the narrow-gauge 

railway, which is one of the few examples in 

Europe that still serves passenger traffic. The 

exhibition combines railways history with the 

present, with good interaction of its content and 

design, making railway history meaningful through 

personal stories. 

Visitors can learn about the ways in which the 

railway connects people, how stations are the 

places where people meet, wait for their loved 

ones and start their adventures. Audio-visual 

content, physical interaction and multimedia layers 

add to the visitor experience.



It is a small museum with a big influence on the 

local community and the area, with an active social 

media presence, engaging activities and a 

programme for locals and visitors to Alūksne to 

attend the exhibition more than once. The museum 

is run with the help of volunteers. It sees its role as 

emphasising environmental awareness, supporting 

local tourism and its community.
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Website link

www.allardpierson.nl

Amsterdam, THE NETHERLANDS

Allard Pierson, The Collections of the University 

of Amsterdam

Allard Pierson ‒ The Collections of the University 

of Amsterdam reopened in September 2020 after 

four years of redevelopment. A merger of the Allard 

Pierson Museum and the Special Collections 

Department at the university, the new museum and 

knowledge institute operates at the intersection of 

cultural heritage, education and research. By 

opening up the buildings, creating a thousand 

square metres of additional public and exhibition 

space and though innovative thematic displays, the 

refurbishment creates a clear connection between 

the university and the city, between academia and 

society.

Internationally renowned collections in the fields 

of archaeology, cartography, Jewish culture, church 

history, zoology, graphic design, and the performing 

arts make the Allard Pierson one of Europe’s 

leading heritage museums. A vast storehouse of 

knowledge and stories, the collections allow 

visitors to travel across 10,000 years of cultural 

history. Students and researchers can consult items 

in the Reading Room, while at Allard Pierson Live, 

visitors join specialists and volunteers to study and 

work on the university’s vast collections. The Allard 

Pierson welcomes curious individuals who want to 

acquire knowledge, find inspiration and discover 

stories behind a multitude of objects –– or just 

enjoy a coffee and a beautiful view of Amsterdam.
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Website link

www.museumvandegeest.nl

Haarlem, THE NETHERLANDS

Museum of the Mind | Dolhuys

The ambition of the Museum of the Mind is to 

show the power and vulnerability of the human 

spirit. It is based on the belief that participating in 

society and a sense of belonging, no matter how 

you look, feel or behave, is essential to our mental 

health. This message runs like a thread through the 

museum’s programme which is inclusive and 

interactive.



The new museum experience, designed in 

collaboration with the design agency 

Kossmanndejong, takes place against the 

impressive backdrop of the 700-year-old building 

which in the past housed plague victims, lepers 

and mentally ill. With the aid of a multimedia 

guide, developed by the media company IJsfontein, 

visitors hear the centuries-old walls speak.

They tell us about centuries of care history, show 

art, and guide you through various life questions: 

Who are you? How empathetic are you? And what 

kind of personality do you have? Visitors can gain 

insight into how they see and judge themselves 

and others. The tour ends at the interactive Open 

Mind installation, where the museum calls on the 

public to sign the Universal Declaration of the 

Open Mind. The Museum of the Mind hopes that 

visitors will go home 'with an open mind and 

genuine curiosity about the other'.

34

http://www.museumvandegeest.nl


Website link

www.comeniusmuseum.nl

Naarden, THE NETHERLANDS

Comenius Museum and Mausoleum

Known as the Teacher of Nations, John Amos 

Comenius originated the idea of universal 

education and of dividing education into 

approximately our current phases – home, primary, 

secondary, and university.  He was one of the great 

scholars of the day, with a wide range of interests, 

who had to remake his home in many countries as 

a result of religious persecution. He was born in 

1592 in Uherský Brod, in what is now the Czech 

Republic, and died in exile in Amsterdam in 1670. 

The Comenius Museum and Mausoleum in Naarden 

promotes his work and legacy. Located in a former 

medieval church, the mausoleum where he is 

buried is part of the museum established in the 

1930s.

The new permanent exhibition ‘Mundus Comenii’ 

was made possible through a long-term 

cooperation with the Czech Republic, as well as 

contributions from the local municipality. The 

museum compresses a large narrative of the life 

and times of Comenius into a small space, 

including many simple interactives which enable 

interested visitors to delve deeply into specific 

themes. It welcomes international visitors who 

come to honour Comenius and the place of his 

burial, but also focuses on the national and local 

community, with whom the museum is increasingly 

involved. 
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Website link

www.universitetsmuseet.no

Bergen, NORWAY

The University Museum of Bergen - Natural History 

The University Museum of Bergen – Natural History 

reopened in October 2019 after a full renovation, 

carefully preserving the original setting and 

atmosphere of the oldest museum building in 

Norway. The new museum exhibition combines 

innovative, engaging and open-minded 

presentations aimed to deliver high-level academic 

ideas. Envisioned as a platform for dialogue with 

the public, the intellectual framework of the 

museum is supported through a deep reflection 

and analysis on what the new vision of a university 

museum should be.

Located in the heart of the campus, a short 

distance from the center of the city of Bergen, this 

museum has become an extension of the University 

of Bergen, serving, in a way, as one of its faculties. 

With its exhibitions, an organic café, a garden open 

to the local community, a shop aligned with its 

overall mission, with its regular events and 

activities and its welcoming feeling, the museum 

also fulfills its social function of entertainment and 

recreation. Defining itself as an institution at the 

intersection of research, collections and 

communication, it fosters critical analysis and 

encourages dialogue and discussion. This museum 

demonstrates that a university can benefit from its 

museum in serving society by forging knowledge 

with the active participation of the public.
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Website link

www.frammuseum.no

Oslo, NORWAY

The Fram Museum

Fram Museum reopened after renovation in May 

2018. It is located on the Bygdoy peninsula, west of 

Oslo. With two ships as its central attractions, this 

museum tells the story of the Norwegian polar 

expeditions at the end of the 19th and the 

beginning of the 20th centuries, presenting an 

important period in the exploration of some of the 

most remote parts of our planet. 



The Fram was the first ship built specifically for 

polar research. It was used on three separate 

expeditions: by Fridtjof Nansen to prove the drift of 

the icecap over the Arctic Ocean, in 1893-96; by 

Otto Sverdrup who explored the Nunavut 

archipelago in Canada in 1898-1902; and finally, by 

Roald Amundsen who used the same vessel to 

reach Antarctica for his South Pole expedition of 

1910-1912. 

The Gjøa, the second vessel, was the ship in which 

Roald Amundsen succeeded in the first complete 

crossing of the Northwest Passage in 1906.



In the new display based on the artefacts collected 

and reconstructed faithfully in their settings, 

visitors experience the environment of the Fram 

during its polar expeditions. The installation is 

enhanced by an immersive projection which can be 

viewed from the deck, recreating the atmosphere of 

the polar journey.
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Website link

 www.finstagram.com/nordiskbibelmuseum

Oslo, NORWAY

The Nordic Bible Museum

The Nordic Bible Museum (NOBIMU) opened in 

Oslo on May 31, 2018. It is the only Bible museum 

in the Nordic region and among the largest in 

Europe. The ambition of NOBIMU is to make the 

history of the Bible known to everyone in the 

Nordic countries. The presentation is focused on 

the Bible as a book and does not necessarily 

engage with questions of religion. The museum’s 

collection reflects the history of various Bible 

translations and versions throughout Europe in 

general and the Nordic region in particular, dating 

from the mid-15th century and to the present day.



The exhibition displays a wide range of editions in 

different languages and provides a certain 

understanding of how these books were created 

through some multimedia. 

Visitors can see numerous editions and translations 

of the Bible and be amazed by the smallest edition 

of the miniature New Testament on display.



The museum’s main attraction lies in some of the 

historical editions presented, some quite rare, and 

in an original page of the Gutenberg Bible printed 

in Mainz between 1450 and 1455. In two 

interactive zones, visitors can practice printing a 

text with an old printing press and writing on 

parchment or papyrus, reminiscent of the practice 

in medieval times.
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Website link

www.muzeum.torun.pl

Toruń, POLAND

Nicolaus Copernicus House – Department of

the District Museum in Toruń

Nicolaus Copernicus House is a complex of two 

late-Gothic tenement houses in the city of Torun, 

where Copernicus was born and grew up. The 

museum dedicated to the great astronomer was 

originally opened in 1963. The houses went 

through a comprehensive renovation in 2017–

2018. As part of the new permanent exhibition, 

numerous models were made and the interiors of 

the house from the 15th and 16th centuries were 

reconstructed, allowing visitors to go back in time 

to the age of Copernicus and see the everyday life 

of a burgher family. Visitors are now given an 

opportunity to enter previously inaccessible places, 

especially to the unique truss of the late-medieval 

building.

The new sightseeing path contains many 

multimedia features which present important 

historical information and help to understand some 

of the complex theoretical issues, e.g. how scientific 

instruments were applied and used in medieval 

times. The exhibition includes 3D presentations, 

videos in 4D technology and augmented reality, 

holographic shows, and tablets with infographics. 

There are also replicas of modern scientific 

instruments so visitors can visualise how they were 

once used. The museum actively works with 

schools, kindergartens and various audience groups 

for which it has prepared special public 

programmes and educational projects.
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Website link

www.arte-arte.pt

Vila Nova de Foz Côa, PORTUGAL

Côa Park – Foundation for the Safeguarding and

Development of the Côa Valley

The Côa Valley is the site of the largest open-air 

rock art collection from the Palaeolithic period 

known today. The Côa Museum (under the Côa Park 

Foundation for the Safeguarding and Development 

of the Côa Valley) opened in 2010 with the aim of 

encouraging visitors to go back thousands of years, 

contextualizing and deciphering the Côa rock art 

through interactive multimedia, photography and 

drawing, and the use of images of the engravings 

and sites.  The museum has undergone a significant 

expansion and remodelling to enlarge its galleries, 

temporary exhibition and public education and 

engagement capacity.

The museum’s original building, created with 

sensitivity to its location and surroundings, is itself 

like a large overhanging rock.  Its highly interactive 

galleries are full of the drama of exploration and 

discovery. There is a commitment to expanding 

public engagement with science, archaeology and 

conservation, and to education – at all levels. But 

what stands out is the inside/outside nature of this 

museum – it views the valley as the real ‘gallery’ 

and is deeply committed to people stepping out of 

the museum (guided on river or trail) and 

experiencing the valley first-hand, armed with the 

knowledge and enthusiasm provided by their time 

inside the museum.
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Website link

www.cvsmuseum.ru

Tschorny Otrog, RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The Chernomyrdin Museum

The museum was founded after the death of the 

Russian Prime Minister (1992–1998) Viktor 

Chernomyrdin, to honour his life and activities. The 

Chernomyrdin Museum opened in 2021 in the 

birthplace of Viktor Chernomyrdin, in the remote 

village of Tschorny Otrog, 50 km from Orenburg in 

southern Russia, becoming the largest museum in 

the area.



The museum’s mission is to present and analyse 

Viktor Chernomyrdin's life and political legacy, his 

principles and beliefs, focusing primarily on the 

development and support of the civic and 

democratic society, and to be a platform for 

dialogue and discussions. 

Apart from preserving Chernomyrdin’s heritage 

(including an art collection, cars, numismatic and 

other collections) it is also in a way a museum 

which deals with local history, nature, ethnography 

and the individual stories of local people. Its 

activities go beyond just the topics around Victor 

Chernomyrdin’s life and outside the museum’s 

walls.



The museum functions as a local cultural centre 

with a library and archive, a concert and film hall, 

and a cafeteria with local food. The museum shop 

helps to support local producers and handicraft. In 

addition, the museum serves as an information 

centre of local natural tourism and a pedagogical 

centre, with its series of activities to empower local 

youth and support local life and community. 

41

http://www.cvsmuseum.ru


Website link

www.kosmo-museum.ru

Moscow, RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The Museum of Cosmonautics

The Museum of Cosmonautics opened in 1981 and 

has since become one of the world’s largest 

scientific and technical museums. Known for its 

distinctive building design and large exhibitions on 

space, the museum started its renovation of the 

first exhibition hall, the ‘Dawn of the Space Age’, in 

2019. 



The museum’s mission is to preserve and present 

the history of cosmonautics to visitors of different 

backgrounds and knowledge levels. The latest 

renovation has allowed for a development and 

creation of new visitor areas and an exhibition that 

makes space history and cosmonautics more 

understandable and accessible. It tells the history 

of space exploration through objects and stories of 

cosmonauts who provide personal explanations to 

many of the items on view.

The museum’s educational department combines 

expert engineering knowledge and museum 

pedagogical experience. The museum has 

developed a rich cultural programme, with events 

related to different aspects of space and 

cosmonautics at a rate of over 600 per year. Its 

social media posts make space-related topics more 

relevant to wider audiences from different age 

groups, with a special focus on the youth. 

Audiences from around the world can join 

discussions and talks about space and 

cosmonautics, uniting individuals who have been 

and are in space with people who are interested in 

the subject.
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Website link

www.tsaritsyno-museum.ru

Moscow, RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The State Historical Architectural Art and

Landscape Museum-Reserve “Tsaritsyno”

Tsaritsyno Estate is an ensemble of palaces and 

parks dating back to the 18th century and the 

period of Catherine the Great. The museum’s 

outdoor area is about 200 hectares. It is visited by 

over 6.5 million people annually, providing an 

often-needed escape to nature for the mostly local 

residents of the city of Moscow. 



The museum was originally founded in 1927, then 

transferred to come under the auspices of the 

Museum of Decorative and Applied Arts for the 

USSR in 1984. The estate’s park grounds were 

restored in 2007, and the renewed museum 

buildings were opened to the public in 2019.

Tsaritsyno’s main focus is on local history, 

connecting today’s audiences to the heritage and 

legacy of the place in past eras. The renovation of 

the parks and exhibitions has been done in an 

inclusive and thoughtful manner in order to 

support local inhabitants and communities. The 

Children’s Museum for young audiences uses high-

level standards in scenography and methodology, 

while the exhibition ‘Tsaritsyno of Catherine the 

Great’ offers a good example of smart 

technological solutions where certain artefacts 

might be inaccessible. The visible changes in the 

museum’s presentation and activities have created 

a welcoming environment for learning and 

experiencing history in a friendly and enjoyable 

way.
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Website link

www.narodnimuzej.rs

Belgrade, SERBIA

National Museum in Belgrade

The National Museum in Belgrade, originally 

founded in 1844 with the aim to collect and 

preserve cultural heritage for future generations, 

has assumed throughout the years a prominent 

role in forging a Serbian national identity.  It is the 

oldest museum institution in Serbia, with the 

largest and most prominent collection.



The museum’s building, one of the city’s landmarks, 

has undergone extensive renovation in the recent 

years. In 2018, it reopened its doors to the public 

with its new permanent exhibition and a set of 

programmes and activities with which it seeks to 

engage with new and diverse audiences.

The new permanent exhibition, featuring 

thousands of artefacts, highlights the most 

important historical developments in Serbia and its 

immediate surroundings, from prehistoric times to 

the modern era. In addition, it speaks about the 

artistic tendencies and styles in Serbia and in the 

broader European context, from the Middle Ages to 

the modern times. The museum’s rich collections 

consist of approximately 400,000 items spanning 

all historical epochs.  Altogether, they enable 

visitors to learn about the diverse cultures and 

civilizations that have left their mark on what is 

modern Serbia today. 
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Website link

www.fundacionhelgadealvear.es

Cáceres, SPAIN

Museum of Contemporary Art Helga de Alvear

In 2021, the Museum of Contemporary Art Helga de 

Alvear opened a new building, a space specifically 

conceived to host the Helga de Alvear Collection, 

considered one of the most relevant international 

contemporary art collections in Europe. The 

collector has donated to the region of Extremadura 

the works she has acquired throughout her entire 

life and that reflect her passion for and 

commitment to contemporary art. The gallery is 

seen as a major contemporary contribution to the 

cultural offer of the region which has the second 

lowest GDP per capita in Spain. Its beautiful 

building is aimed at blurring boundaries between 

the historical district of Cáceres, a World Heritage 

Site, and the most modern part of the city, creating 

a flow between the past and the present.

Coinciding with the inauguration of the new 

building and the exhibitions, the museum has 

expanded its educational programme and it offers 

a wide range of guided visits and workshops for all 

audiences, with friendly ‘mediators’ greeting 

visitors. Access to the museum and all activities are 

free of charge for all, with the aim of bringing 

contemporary art closer to everyone. The museum 

continues to receive a high level of visitor 

satisfaction.
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Website link

www.museu.incaciutat.com

Inca, SPAIN

Museum of Footwear and Industry

The Museum of Footwear and Industry focuses on 

the long history of footwear manufacturing in 

Mallorca, Spain. The museum was inaugurated in 

2010 amid rising discontent due to the crisis in the 

footwear industry and the closure of numerous 

factories. Since 2018, the museum has been 

focusing on building bridges with the community, 

proving that the museum is an ally that is invested 

in the sector and community. 



The Museum hosts temporary exhibitions and has a 

large permanent exhibition showcasing traditional 

manufacturing tools, machines from old factories, a 

collection of vintage shoes, photographs, designs, 

magazines, advertising material and many art 

objects, with the voices of the workers 

themselves.

This is a museum that was all about machines and 

is now about the local people who have become 

deeply involved in the museum as their own. This is 

a museum that changed its story through a process 

of deep and meaningful local consultation (more 

than 1000 local respondents), partnerships with 

local industry and a deep commitment to ‘peopling 

the museum’ through a complete re-display. 



The Museum now runs a traineeship programme, 

partnering young people with older skilled leather 

workers and shoemakers. There is growing 

volunteer programme with locals acting as 

‘footwear advisers’, as guides, co-curators, history 

researchers and cataloguers.
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Website link

www.casabotines.es

Leon, SPAIN

Gaudí Casa Botines Museum

Casa Botines, built in 1891-1892, is one of only 

three buildings that architect Antoni Gaudí created 

outside of Catalonia. Having long served as the 

headquarters of a local savings bank, this much-

loved local landmark was finally opened to the 

public in 2019 as the Museo Casa Botines Gaudi. 

The museum is dedicated to Gaudi, as well as 

showing the bank’s considerable collection of 

Spanish art of the 19th and 20th centuries and 

holding important Leonese archives including 

Gaudi’s original plans. 



This museum with its lively programmes, provides 

guided introductions to Gaudi’s life and his 

inspiration for the building; the history of the 

building itself; the city at the time of its 

construction; and includes the restored apartments 

within the building that were occupied by well-

known, upper middle class Leonese families, as 

well as the art collections, and the archives.



The experience here is like opening the doors of a 

building that were shut tight for many decades and 

seeing what it had inside. This is no doubt the 

experience for the local citizens, who now 

enthusiastically claim it as their own. The Museum 

has become the second most visited attraction in 

the large region of Castilla y Leon.
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Website link

www.masmiro.com

Mont-roig del Camp, SPAIN

Mas Miró Foundation

Mas Miró is the Spanish surrealist artist Joan Miró’s 

former holiday home from childhood and 

throughout much of his life, that also served as the 

artist’s studio. Fundació Mas Miró’s mission is to 

promote a greater awareness of the relationship 

between Miró’s life and work through the context 

of his emotional relationship to this place.  The 

surrounding landscape played a crucial role in the 

artist’s development. His deep-rooted sense of 

attachment to this place served as the source of 

that inspiration to which he returned again and 

again. 



The building complex consists of the artist’s house 

and his studio, a chapel, an exhibition and 

educational space, and a shop. Almost everything in 

the house and studio has been left as it was shortly 

before his death in 1983.  

Miró spent his summers at Mas Miró throughout 

most of his life, walking the hills and working long 

hours in his studio. It was where he regularly 

hosted friends such as writer Ernest Hemingway 

and artist, Alexander Calder. The central notion 

here is of an ‘emotional landscape’, which can not 

only help give context to the artist’s creative 

oeuvre, but have a calming effect on visitors too.
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Website link

www.sormlandsmuseum.se

Sörmland, SWEDEN

Sörmland Museum

Sörmland Museum is a regional museum for the 

county of Sörmland, located in the city Nyköping 

and focusing on the area’s cultural history, arts, 

craft and design. The museum’s new building 

complex was constructed and opened to the public 

in November 2018. The museum is based on the 

idea of putting people at the centre stage – people 

of yesterday, today and tomorrow. 



Visitors experience personal stories behind the 

objects on display. During daily free and open-to-

all tours, visitors can wander through these real-

life narratives and explore people’s actual stories 

presented through the intimate and direct 

encounters with authentic historical artefacts. 

In addition, the Storytelling Storerooms are a 

unique concept where, under the supervision of a 

tour guide and a conservator, visitors could have a 

personal hands-on experience with the collection, 

which provides insightful information and 

understanding of how the collection has been 

formed.



The two floors are easy to navigate and fully 

adapted for the disabled. The museum's archive 

and library are open and accessible to the public 

who wish to conduct research. This, together with a 

shop featuring unique local products, a good 

restaurant and the outdoor areas makes the 

museum an enjoyable and family-friendly place.
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Website link

www.nordiskamuseet.se

Stockholm, SWEDEN

Nordiska Museem

Nordiska Museem, located in the heart of 

Stockholm, presents the Nordic lifestyle and 

traditions from the 16th century onward. The 

profile of the museum’s vast collection is cultural 

and ethnographic objects, with a focus on everyday 

life, folk art, craft, historical costumes and fashion. 

In recent years, the museum has gone through 

renovation of some of its public areas, as well as a 

notable change in some of its permanent 

exhibitions. 



The Artic – while the ice is melting is a pioneering 

exhibition project engaging researchers from 

different disciplines and universities across the 

Nordic region. The exhibition shows how the 

warming of the globe affects life for the people in 

the Arctic and even beyond, posing questions and 

concerns about sustainability in the region and 

becoming an important platform for dialogue 

about the changing environment. The Time Vault is 

a new exhibition created for children aged 8-12 

years, presenting an interactive experience where 

children can contribute actively to the narrative.



As part of the recent renovations, the museum’s 

grand entrance hall has also received a visual 

boost through multimedia projections, the 

backyard has been transformed into a beautiful 

green public area, and the museum has made a 

significant effort in making the building more 

accessible for the disabled.
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Website link

www.blindenmuseum.ch

Bern, SWITZERLAND

Swiss Museum of the Blind

The Swiss Museum of the Blind, seeing differently, 

owned and operated by the Foundation for blind 

and visually impaired children (and adolescents), is 

located in Zollikofen, northern Bern, next to the 

local school for the blind. The museum opened to 

the public in March 2021. It showcases the 200-

year-old history of education for the blind in 

Europe and especially in Switzerland. 



The Swiss Museum of the Blind is not solely about 

the blind or visually impaired. It is a place where 

the blind and visually impaired community is 

positioned as the main narrator. The hands-on 

display of the museum collection, including 

educational materials developed and used by the 

school, in addition to the sensory and practical 

experiences allow visitors to have an enriching 

visit and facilitate easy learning. 

Stories of a number of selected blind and visually 

impaired individuals, whose paths crossed with the 

school and the museum in different ways, are also 

presented within the museum’s exhibition.



The close proximity of the foundation, school and 

museum forms a multi-functional complex, 

adjoining a garden and play area where residents 

from the neighbourhood, mostly children and 

parents, can share this public space to enjoy their 

time.
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Website link

www.domschatzmuseum-chur.ch

Chur, SWITZERLAND

Cathedral Treasure Museum

Inaugurated in August 2020, the Cathedral Treasure 

Museum is located in Chur, the capitol of the 

canton of Grisons. It houses the cathedral treasures 

and an important mural cycle from 1543, featuring 

the Images of Death. Operated by the Cathedral 

Foundation of the Diocese of Chur, it shares with 

the Diocese the same premises – the Episcopal 

Palace, a baroque style building with growing 

national significance. The Cathedral Treasure 

Museum, the Episcopal Palace and the Cathedral 

itself, which stands in close proximity, form 

together an important historical site and an 

attractive tourist location. 



The museum aims at becoming the cultural centre 

of the canton’s sacral landscape. The museum 

space is designed with golden architectural and 

display features, which reflect and complement the 


the aesthetic characteristics of its collection.  Some 

of the objects in the museum’s collection are still 

being used occasionally during rituals and religious 

processions, which certainly distinguishes it from 

most museum collections.



Cathedral Treasure Museum welcomes visitors and 

provides information in five languages: German, 

English, Italian, French, and Romansh. Special 

attention is given to the inclusion of Romansh, 

which is considered to be a minority language and 

recognised as one of the four official languages in 

Switzerland.
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Website link

www.fondationopale.ch

Lens, SWITZERLAND

Foundation Opale

Fondation Opale, opened in December 2018 in the 

Swiss canton of Valais, is an art centre dedicated to 

contemporary aboriginal art from Australia. It 

occupies a two-storey building in a contemporary 

architectural style, set in a beautiful environment, 

offering visitors a peaceful lake view to enjoy. Its 

mirrored façade produces solar energy and reflects 

the natural landscape of the museum’s 

surroundings.



Its collection belongs to Bérengère Primat, the 

founder and the president of the Foundation Opale, 

with whom the centre has a permanent loan 

agreement. This private collection of aboriginal art 

is one of the biggest in the world, consisting of 

nearly 1100 art works. 



In early 2020, the archive of Bernhard Lüthi, a 

Swiss artist, activist and curator, with a special 

focus on the history of aboriginal contemporary art, 

was also handed over to the centre.



The centre does not have a permanent exhibition 

but instead uses its collection, together with other 

loaned objects, to develop one major exhibition per 

year, in addition to one or two smaller special 

exhibitions that can be visited for shorter periods. 

Through these exhibitions, Foundation Opale 

addresses a wide range of themes, including, for 

instance, the human connection with the nature 

and land, and collaborates with various Australian 

art centres and aboriginal communities.
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Website link

www.hausdermuseen.ch

Olten, SWITZERLAND

House of Museums

Inaugurated in November 2019, the House of 

Museums is an umbrella organisation bringing 

together three different museums under one roof: 

the Olten Museum of Nature, the Historical 

Museum of Olten (both municipal) and the 

Archaeological Museum of the Canton of Solothurn 

(cantonal). Together, they offer a holistic 

understanding of Olten’s past and present, its 

nature and history, and the archaeology of the 

canton. 



The project was introduced as a solution to 

overcome some possible negative impacts that the 

financial difficulties experienced in 2014 might 

have had on the Olten’s museums. 

This intervention made it possible for the three 

museums to work closely, create synergies, offer a 

cohesive joint public programme and reduce their 

operational costs while keeping their collections, 

exhibitions and educational programmes 

separate.



The House of Museums has a high-quality 

presentation, a strong narrative and exhibition 

design. It offers to its visitors a comprehensive 

experience that covers a wide range of themes and 

topics. Its contemporary interpretation, raising 

questions on societal and environmental issues, 

facilitates visitors’ engagement with the 

collections. With hands-on features of its display, 

interactive installations, manual experiments and 

pop-quiz sections, the museums encourage visitors 

to explore more about their region’s history and 

present. 
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Website link

www.museomoesano.ch

San Vittore, SWITZERLAND

Museum of Mesolcina and Calanca Valleys

The Museo Moesano is a regional museum with 

ethnographic and archaeological collections, 

established by the Foundation Museo Moesano in 

1949. It has the mission of preserving, collecting 

and enhancing the archaeological, historical, 

artistic and documentary heritage of the Mesolcina 

and Calanca Valleys.



The redevelopment project concerns the 

renovation of the first floor, an area designed as a 

foyer, and exhibition rooms dedicated to the works 

of Magistri Moesani, craftsmen and architects from 

the region who emigrated to north-eastern Europe 

during the baroque period. Migration is an 

important part of the story told in this permanent 

section.

The museum presents itself as not just collection 

oriented. Most of the Magistri works (buildings, 

facades, frescos, vitrails, sculptures, paintings) are 

still outside the museum and can be easily visited. 


The museum has strong connections and relations 

with its local and regional community and 

environment. An aspiration of the local community 

to keep the museum alive through voluntary work 

makes it stand out. Special attention is given to the 

use of local resources, such as the local crafts, 

sustainable local materials and techniques. As part 

of this effort, the museum established a 

collaboration with a special government 

programme to retrain and engage local 

unemployed individuals during its recent 

renovations.
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Website link

www.museumaargau.ch/schloss-wildegg

Wildegg, SWITZERLAND

Wildegg Castle – Museum Aargau

Wildegg Castle is a 13th-century castle, built in the 

baroque style, operating under the Museum Aargau 

along with several other historical sites. The 

castle’s transformation into a museum and 

incorporation into the Museum Aargau umbrella 

was realised through a 10-year masterplan. 



With its Speaking Portraits, the Castle presents the 

lives of its former inhabitants, such as the 

Habsburgian ministeriales managing the ancestral 

lands of the Habsburgs and the Effinger family who 

resided in the castle for over 450 years. The 

museum tells a wide range of stories and 

addresses different topics such as the daily life, 

gender roles, gardening, sustainability, hunting, and 

nobility in the Habsburg period. 

Each year, there is a specific theme around which 

all Aargau museums organise their activities, 

helping them to connect to each other and offer a 

stronger collective public programme to attract 

different audience groups. 



The Castle’s partnerships with Slow Food and 

ProSpecieRara (to bring rare plants and vegetables 

into people’s lives) and its efforts to preserve the 

historic site’s original landscape (gardens, vineyard 

and the surrounding forest) reflect its aspiration in 

seeking environmental sustainability. It also forms 

strong ties with the local community, mainly 

through its volunteer program with more than 100 

participants sharing their skills and knowledge 

with visitors.
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Website link

www.ziraatbank.com.tr

Ankara, TURKEY

Ziraat Bank Museum

Ziraat Bank is one of the oldest state-owned banks 

in Turkey, established in 1863, which adopted the 

western model of trade and finance in the then 

Ottoman Empire. It targeted primarily the 

agricultural sector of economy, providing financial 

infrastructure and support to rural areas and 

farmers. At present, the bank has more that 1800 

branches throughout the country in addition to its 

international outposts. The Ziraat Bank Museum is 

the first banking museum in Turkey. It originally 

opened in 1981 in its current site – the General 

Directorate Building of Ziraat Bank, located in the 

historical Ulus district of Ankara. The latest 

reconstruction of the bank’s historical building 

began in 2017 and was completed in November 

2019.

The museum presents the history of the Turkish 

banking system and its development, exhibiting 

many antique and historical objects and recreating 

the atmosphere of the Ziraat Bank in the early 20th 

century. Thanks to the latest reconstruction project, 

the premises of Ziraat Bank Museum have been 

significantly enlarged, adding the basement to its 

main historical floor area. All spaces have gone 

through a comprehensive renovation, carefully 

preserving original furnishings and interior and 

enhancing it with new digital technology and 

multimedia, while also reorganizing the exhibition 

material in a new and more engaging narrative.
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Website link

www.sanliurfa.bel.tr/icerik/226/624/gobeklitepe

Sanliurfa, TURKEY

Göbeklitepe

Göbeklitepe is one of the most important 

archaeological sites in the world. Located in the 

Taurus mountains of south-eastern Anatolia, close 

to the city of Sanliurfa, it was one of the places 

where farming first emerged. The complex is 

comprised of monumental megalithic structures 

erected in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic age, c. 9500 – 

8200 BC. Distinctive T-shaped pillars are carved 

with abstract depictions of humans, featuring belts 

and loincloths, as well as images of various wild 

animals, providing insights into the system of 

beliefs of the people who built it. Since the site’s 

discovery by Klaus Schmidt in 1994, research and 

studies continue to be undertaken and extensive 

work has been done under the auspices of Istanbul 

University, Sanliurfa Museum and the German 

Archaeological Institute.

The Visitor Welcome Complex was completed in 

2017, and a specially designed roof structure above 

the archaeological site was erected the following 

year in 2018. Göbeklitepe was designated as a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2018, recognizing 

its outstanding universal value as "one of the first 

manifestations of human-made monumental 

architecture." It continues to be a subject of study, 

analysis and interpretation, shedding new light on 

the early days of human settlement, while at the 

same time attracting numerous visitors from across 

the globe.
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Website link

www.kulturportali.gov.tr/turkiye/van/gezilecekyer/van-muzesi

Van, TURKEY

Van Urartu Museum

Van Urartu Museum presents the rich history of the 

people who have lived in the Van region in the far 

east of Turkey, from the Paleolithic Period and to 

the present day. The museum’s main focus, however, 

is on the history of the Urartu civilization that 

emerged here around the 9th century BC, and as 

such, the museum’s key objective is the 

preservation, study and presentation of the legacy 

of the Urartu civilization. It has one of the largest 

collections of artefacts from the Urartu period and 

serves as an important center of knowledge about 

the Urartu State.

The museum’s previous building was badly 

damaged in the earthquakes of 2011. The new Van 

Museum has been moved from its former premises 

in the city centre to an area adjacent to the historic 

Van Castle, at the edge of lake Van. Here, cultural 

layers of both the Urartu State and the Ottoman 

Empire still remain present and in sight. The new 

museum’s foundation was laid in 2012, and the 

museum opened its doors in August 2019. The new 

building includes extensive storage, spaces for 

public programmes, a play area for children, 

educational studios, conference halls, as well as a 

cafeteria and an outdoor terrace. The new 

exhibition area consists of 23 galleries containing 

artefacts from different periods, organized both 

chronologically and thematically.
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Website link

turkishmuseums.com/museum/detail/22337-tunceli-museum/22337/4

Tunceli, TURKEY

Tunceli Museum

Tunceli Museum is the regional museum of the 

Tunceli province, in eastern Turkey. The museum is 

housed in the oldest functioning structure in the 

fast-developing town of Tunceli. The premises were 

built by German and Austrian architects as a state 

military barracks in 1935. Registration of the site as 

an “Early Republic Period Building” in 2005 has 

allowed for the building’s preservation and its new 

life. The renovated site now includes 

comprehensive exhibition galleries, conference and 

meeting halls, library, storage, and museum offices, 

as well as an open central courtyard used for 

events. 

Prior to being transferred to the museum and its 

recent renovation completed in 2020, the building 

was for many years used first by the military and 

other state institutions, as well as a refuge for 

displaced families, which in many ways has 

contributed to the cultural significance of this 

heritage site.



The museum’s mission is to preserve and present 

the history of the Tunceli province, creating a 

cultural continuity and connection to the present. It 

aims to be the focal point of social life of Tunceli, 

with its unique historical, cultural, and religious 

heritage and traditions. It also serves as a center 

for preservation of the local Alevi traditions and 

heritage.
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Website link

www.victoriamuseum.com.ua

Kyiv, UKRAINE

Victoria Museum

The Victoria Museum is a private museum, founded 

in 2017 by a passionate collector and entrepreneur 

Victoria Lysenko. Located in a 19th century 

historical building in the heart of Kyiv, it houses a 

unique collection of authentic historical costumes, 

accessories, paintings and household items from 

the 19th and the early 20th centuries in Ukraine. 

The museum’s collection includes more than 1,200 

authentic objects that represent the daily life of 

that period. By closely examining trends in costume 

and styles, the museum’s permanent exhibition 

allows visitors to immerse themselves in the 

aesthetics of the bygone era, while also providing 

them with insights into the social life and structure 

of Ukrainian cities of the time. 

The museum directs particular attention to the 

costume and style of women.  It invites visitors to 

reflect on what the aesthetically appealing 

costumes and dresses could tell us about the social 

norms and constraints that were in place for 

women then. The museum’s exhibition allows 

visitors to examine the often challenging yet 

changing roles of women during that period. 

Additionally, by highlighting similarities between 

the Ukrainian and other European costume 

traditions, the exhibition shows Ukraine positioned 

firmly within the European continent’s shared 

history.
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Website link

www.aagm.co.uk/

Aberdeen, UNITED KINGDOM

Aberdeen Art Gallery

The Aberdeen Art Gallery was founded 1873. 

Initially, it was a modest group of rooms, which 

were greatly expanded in the 1920s with galleries, 

a sculpture court, a War Remembrance Hall and a 

performance space, the Cowdray Hall. 



The Art Gallery is part of the provision for art and 

heritage collections held by the Aberdeen City 

Council. It had been greatly in need of renovation, 

re-organisation and expansion of facilities, to 

attract and inform the public and to make the best 

of its valuable collections. With its mission to bring 

the best in art to the north-eastern region of 

Scotland, the new development of the exhibition 

spaces and infrastructure required significant 

investments and new architecture.

As part of the latest renovation project, new 

exhibition and educational spaces were created 

and visitor facilities upgraded, including 

environmental control systems, study, storage and 

art-handling facilities. The exhibition space was 

redesigned to now display the collections in a new 

more appealing and contemporary manner, as well 

as to provide new high-quality temporary 

exhibition galleries to attract new loan exhibitions. 

This has already begun despite the interruptions by 

Covid-precautions during the initial period after 

the opening, with new special programming and 

public events already in place.
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Website link

www.rmg.co.uk

Greenwich, UNITED KINGDOM

National Maritime Museum

The National Maritime Museum (NMM) is located 

in an important complex of historic buildings in the 

Royal Park, Greenwich, near London. As part of its 

most recent redevelopment, the NMM has 

reorganized four galleries within its main building, 

which were opened to the public in September 

2018. A thousand square metres were freed for the 

exhibitions and rationalisation of circulation 

through the building was also achieved. The 

exhibitions are of high quality and backed by deep 

research, as well as the personal assistance of 

many descendants of indigenous people whose 

lives were affected by the British naval contacts 

and whose stories are now told and presented 

within the museum’s core display.

One of the renewed galleries deals with the 

scientific voyages of Captain Cook in his ship called 

Endeavour – voyages that were not focused on 

profit and expropriation but were rather driven by 

passion for discovery and exploration. The displays 

are rich in navigational instruments, maps, 

paintings and sketches, ship models and quotes 

from published personal experiences and accounts, 

as well as artefacts created by indigenous people. 

The new exhibitions also include Sea Things, an 

evocation of the sea, and galleries on the Tudor and 

Stewart seafarers, on the Arctic exploration and the 

Pacific Encounters.

63

http://www.rmg.co.uk


Website link

www.sciencemuseum.org.uk

London, UNITED KINGDOM

Science Museum, Medicine: The Wellcome Galleries

The Science Museum, London, is the leading 

museum of science and technology in a group of 

affiliated museums in the UK. Its exhibitions 

explore the sciences for a wide audience with 

special attention for its young visitors. Medicine: 

The Wellcome Galleries is the latest major 

redevelopment exhibition project of the museum, 

interpreting some 500 years of the history of 

medicine through the world’s largest and most 

significant medical collection. The Galleries occupy 

almost an entire floor that constitutes currently the 

largest space in the world dedicated to the history 

of medical science, with approximately 10,000 

objects on display.

The Museum aspires to suggest a more humanised 

approach to the subject of medicine, health and 

well-being. The human-centred portrait-stories of 

named individuals, the state-of-the-art interactive 

games and the use of contemporary art to ignite 

meaningful conversation among visitors contribute 

to achieving this objective. Special photographic 

portraits encourage visitors to encounter the 

medical stories through a personal lens of selected 

individuals and follow their stories with 

compassion. This is a humane exhibition that 

embraces emotional engagement and social 

experiences in order to talk about the most 

universal human experience: life and the 

continuous efforts for well-being and good health.
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Website link

www.theboxplymouth.com

Plymouth, UNITED KINGDOM

The Box (Arca Plymouth U.K Ltd.)

‘The Box’ is a new cultural complex, which brings 

together three collections, a museum and art 

gallery, an archive of film and other images and a 

traditional archive of paper records. Its new 

building links galleries in a way that provides 

space and convenient access to the public. At the 

top of the building is a room designed for the 

protection of the traditional archive, which appears 

to be like a giant box, giving the complex its 

distinctive and popular title. The new building 

opens onto a plaza, with St. Luke’s Church nearby, 

serving now as a space for the complex’s art 

installations.

Exhibitions are of high quality and cover 

environmental history, archaeology and history of 

the area, as well as a presentation of its art 

collections, including a remarkable 18th-century 

collection of prints and a group of portraits by 

Reynolds, to take just two examples. Plymouth has 

a long history of trade and naval warfare, and this 

too is reflected in an exhibition on voyages, 

including an exhibition on the subject of the 

Pilgrims who in 1620 sailed to America in The 

Mayflower in search of a new life.
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EMF Board of Trustees 2022

Jette Sandahl, 


Denmark (Chair) 



Joan Roca i Albert, Spain, 


Director, Barcelona City History Museum (MUHBA) 



Kimmo Antila, Finland, 


Director, Finnish Postal Museum, Tampere 



Richard Benjamin, UK, 


Head of the International Slavery Museum, 

National Museums Liverpool



Jonas Dahl, Sweden, 


Senior Advisor, Statement Public Affairs (Treasurer)



Sharon Heal, United Kingdom, 


Director, Museums Association 

Vesna Marjanović, Serbia, 


Culture and Media Policies Advisor, Centre for 

Democracy Foundation



Jouetta Van Der Ploeg, The Netherlands, 


Former Head of Exhibitions, Museum De Voorde, 

former Director, Stadsmuseum Zoetermeer



Marlen Mouliou, Greece


(ex officio) (Chair, EMYA Jury – until May 2022), 

Assistant Professor of Museology, National and 

Kapodistrian University of Athens



Amina Krvavac, Bosnia and Herzegovina


(ex officio), (Chair EMYA Jury – from May 2022), 

Executive Director, War Childhood Museum

EMYA Jury 2022

Marlen Mouliou, Greece,


Professor of Museology, Faculty of History and 

Archaeology, National and Kapodistrian University 

of Athens, Greece (Chair until May 2022)



Agnes Aljas, 


Research Secretary of the Estonian National 

Museum, Estonia 



Afsin Altayli, 


Independent Researcher, France



Christophe Dufour, 


Former Director, Musée d’histoire naturelle de 

Neuchâtel, Switzerland



Atle Faye, 


Communication Team Manager, Oslo Academy of 

the Arts, Norway (guest judge for EMYA2022)



Metka Fujs, 


Historian, Museum Councillor, Director, Pomurje 

Museum Murska Sobota, Slovenia

José Gameiro, 


Founder and Scientific Director, Museum of 

Portimão, Portugal (guest judge for EMYA2022)



Amina Krvavac, 


Executive Director, War Childhood Museum, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina (Chair from May 2022)



Adriana Munoz, 


Curator, National Museums of World Culture, 

Gothenburg, Sweden



Mark O’Neill, 


Associate Professor, University of Glasgow, United 

Kingdom



Michael Ryan, 


Former Director of the Chester Beatty Library, 

Dublin, Ireland (guest judge for EMYA2022)



Dina Sorokina, 


Former Director of the Boris Yeltsin Museum, 

Independent Researcher and Consultant, Russian 

Federation
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EMF National Correspondents

ALBANIA

Ilirjan Gjipali 


Head, Department of Prehistory, Institute for 

Archaeology

ARMENIA

Marine Mkrtchyan 


ICOM Armenia Secretary

AUSTRIA

Marine Mkrtchyan 


ICOM Armenia Secretary

AZERBAIJAN

Marine Mkrtchyan 


ICOM Armenia Secretary

BELGIUM

Alexandre Chevalier


ICOM Belgique Wallonie-Bruxelles



Alexandre Chevalier


ICOM Belgique Wallonie-Bruxelles



Alexandre Chevalier


ICOM Belgique Wallonie-Bruxelles

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Alma Leka 


Museum advisor, Historical Museum of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina Secretary, 


ICOM Bosnia and Herzegovina

BULGARIA

Stavri Nikolov


Founding Director, Digital Spaces Living Lab (DSLL)


 


Todor Petov


Assistant Professor, Faculty of Educational Sciences 

and Arts of University of Sofia "St. Kliment Ohridski", 

Director, My Museum Foundation

CROATIA

Zvjezdana Antos


Senior Curator, Ethnographic Museum of Zagreb

CZECH REPUBLIC

Martina Lehmannová


Managing Director, ICOM Czech Republic 

Secretariat

CYPRUS

Despina Pilides, Ph. D FSA


Curator of Antiquities, Department of Antiquities, 

Cyprus


Chair of National Committee of ICOM



Efthymia Elston Alphas


Archaeological Officer, Department of Antiquities, 

Cyprus

DENMARK

Ole Winther


Head, Museum Department, Danish Agency for 

Culture


 


Sarah Smed


Head of Department, Danish Welfare Museum

ESTONIA

Mariann Raisma


Director, University of Tartu History Museum

FINLAND

Jari Harju


Curator, Helsinki City Museum



Iina Wahlström


Curator of Exhibitions, Sarka – The Finnish Museum 

of Agriculture

FRANCE

Benoît de L'Estoile


Professeur attaché en anthropologie politique, 

École normale supérieure, Paris


 


Vincent Guichard


Director General, Bibracte EPPC
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GEORGIA

Lana Karaia


ICOM Georgia



Nino Azmaiparashvili


Journalist

GERMANY

Leontine Meijer van Mensch


Director Ethnological Collections, State of Saxony, 

Germany

GREECE

Anna Vogli


Head, PR, S&B Industrial Minerals S.A.



Yiannis Markakis


Director, Cretan Open-Air Museum “LYCHNOSTATIS"

HUNGARY

Zsuzsanna Batari


Secretary, Scientific Affairs, Hungarian Open-Air 

Museum, Szentendre

ICELAND

Guðbrandur Benediktsson


Director, Reykjavik Museum


 


Helga Maureen Gylfadottir


Exhibition Project Manager, Reykjavík City Museum

IRELAND

Liam Bradley


Director, Monaghan County Museum, Monaghan

ITALY

Sara Minotti


Consultant, former EMF Administrator


 


Marianella Pucci


Mediator


 


M. Cristina Vannini


Founder and Managing Director of 

soluzionimuseali-ims, Former EMF Trustee

LATVIA

Ineta Zelca Simansone


Director, Think Tank Creative Museum

LIECHTENSTEIN

Rainer Vollkommer


Director, Liechtenstein National Museum

LUXEMBOURG

Mathieu Viau-Courville


Lecturer and Researcher

MALTA

Sandro Debono


University of Malta

MOLDOVA

Nicoleta Zagura


President, Art and Heritage UNESCO Club

MONTENEGRO

Ljiljana Zeković


Director, Art Museum of Montenegro

THE NETHERLANDS

Adelheid Ponsioen


Consultant



Jan Hovers


Former Director, Zaans Museum

NORTH MACEDONIA

Rubinco Belceski


Institution for Protection of Monuments of Culture 

and Museums

NORWAY

Liv Ramskjær


Secretary General, Norwegian Museum Association

POLAND

Dominika Mroczkowska-Rusiniak


National Institute for Museums and Public 

Collections
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PORTUGAL

João Neto


Associação Portuguesa de Museologia (APOM)



Maria Jose Santos


Director, Museum of Penafiel

ROMANIA

Nicoleta Zagura


President, Art and Heritage UNESCO Club

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Sofya Averchenkova


Institute for Cultural Policy


 


Olga Chistanova


Executive Director, ICOM Russia


 


Yuliya Glazyrina


Perm Regional Museum and Museum of Permian 

Antiquities


 


Ana Glinskaya


Russian Research Institute for Cultural and Natural 

Heritage

SERBIA

Nikola Krstovic


Assisting Professor, Belgrade University

SLOVENIA

Bojana Rogelj Skafar


Museum Councillor, Slovene Ethnographic Museum

SPAIN

Karmele Barandiaran


Museu San Telmo



Olga Lopez Miguel

SWEDEN

Medea Sogor Ekner


Chair, ICOM Sweden

SWITZERLAND

Stefanie Steiner (until May 2022)


Archaeologist and cultural journalist


 


Anne-Laure Jean (from May 2022)


ICOM Switzerland

TURKEY

Lora Sariaslan


Independent Curator, Istanbul


 


Murat Ertuğrul Gülyaz


Directorate, Nevşehir Museum

UKRAINE

Kateryna Smagliy


Director, Kennan Institute, Kiev

UNITED KINGDOM

Hugh Maguire


Cultural Heritage Advisor



Will Tregaskes


Museum Manager, Cynon Valley Museum
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EMYA 2022

Thanks to our supporters

The European Museum Forum would like to thank all the National Correspondents, individuals, and 

organizations that have supported our work throughout the year. 

For further details about EMYA Awards please go to 

https://europeanforum.museum/emya-scheme/awards

Council of Europe


Estonian National Museum


Event Communications Ltd


Finnish Museums Association


German Museums Association


Heritage & Museums, Arts, Culture & Education Around the World  


Meyvaert 


Museu de Portimão


Norwegian Museums Association


Polish Ministry of Culture 


Silletto Trust


Swiss Museum Pass


Swiss Museums Association


The Netherlands Ministry of Education, Culture, and Science, Department for Heritage and Arts 

https://europeanforum.museum/emya-scheme/awards


ESTONIAN 
NATIONAL 
MUSEUM

EMYA 2022 HOST
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HOST

ESTONIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM

The EMYA 2022 conference and awards ceremony will take place at the Estonian National Museum, which is 

the Kenneth Hudson Prize winner from 2018. The prize distinguishes some of the most unusual and daring 

achievements that challenge common perceptions of the role of museums in society. The Estonian National 

Museum is known for its dialogical and participatory approach to the history of everyday life and for 

challenging the traditional concept of a national museum. The museum’s new building, opened in 2016 in 

Tartu, in an area of a former Soviet military airport, has given new life to the museum and the surrounding area. 

The museum serves as a centre that is dedicated to Estonian cultural history, the history and culture of the 

Finno-Ugric people and the world cultures.



Portimão:

The Home of EMYA

After many years leading a nomadic existence, moving our offices (and our archives) to different cities across 

Europe, EMYA finally found a long-term home in 2018 in Portimão, in Portugal’s Algarve. The Municipality of 

Portimão is committed to democratic access to culture, which was reflected in Portimão Museum winning the 

Council of Europe Museum Prize in 2010. Dedicated to cultural participation in Europe, the Municipality’s 

partnership with EMYA is a way to build on the success of their innovative museum and support the 

development of museums across the continent. The partners agreed that the Municipality, through the museum, 

would provide administrative support for the EMF and a home for the EMF/EMYA Archive. 



In recognition of this support, the EMF has created the Portimão Museum Prize for a museum that, in the 

opinion of the jury, is the most welcoming and friendly of that year’s nominated candidates. These are very 

important values for Portimão, which welcomes hundreds of thousands of tourists every year. The main quality 

the prize celebrates is a friendly atmosphere of welcome so that all visitors, no matter what their background, 

feel they belong in the museum. All elements of the museum – its human qualities and physical environment – 

contribute to the feeling of welcome, as do events and activities in and round the museum.



José Gameiro (Partnership Liaison)


Pedro Branco (EMF Administrator)
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Partners
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EMYA

Awards 1977-2021

1977	Strasbourg, France

European Museum of the Year Award

Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust, Ironbridge, United Kingdom

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Joan Miró Foundation, Barcelona, Spain

Specially commended

FN Museum of Industrial Archaeology, Herstal, Belgium


Technical Museum, Helsinki, Finland


Terra Amata Museum, Nice, France


Municipal Museum, Schwäbisch Gmünd, Germany


Historical Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands


Preus Foto Museum, Horten, Norway


International Museum of Clocks and Watches, La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland

1978	Aachen, Germany

European Museum of the Year Award

Schloss Rheydt Municipal Museum, Mönchengladbach, Germany

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Bryggens Museum, Bergen, Norway

Specially commended

Louisiana: Museum of Modern Art, Humlebaek, Denmark


Centre of Oceanography, Paris, France


Ecomuseum, Le Cresot, France


Bank of Ireland, Dublin, Ireland


International Museum of Ceramics, Faenza, Italy


National Museum of Costume, Lisbon, Portugal


National Travelling Exhibitions, Stockholm, Sweden


Museum of London, London, United Kingdom


Erddig Park, Wrexham, United Kingdom

1979	Brussels, Belgium			

European Museum of the Year Award

Museum of the Camargue, Arles, France

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Municipal Museum, Rüsselsheim, Germany
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1980	London, England

European Museum of the Year Award

Catharine Convent State Museum, Utrecht, Netherlands

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Monaghan County Museum, Monaghan, Ireland

Specially commended

Sara Hildén Museum, Tampere, Finland


Museum of Art and History, Metz, France


PTT Museum, Riquewihr, France


State Museum of History and Art, Luxembourg


Norwegian Forestry Museum, Elverum, Norway


Museum of Spanish Abstract Art, Cuenca, Spain


Castle Museum, Hallwil, Switzerland


British Museum (Natural History), London, United Kingdom

Bank of Ireland Special Exhibitions Award

Museum of Ethnography and History, Povoa de Varzim, Portugal - Signs and symbols used by local fishermen

Specially commended

Viking Ship Museum, Roskilde, Denmark - Boats of Greenland


Children’s Workshop, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France - The sense of touch; Colour


Gallery of Modern Art, Milan, Italy - Illustrations of working-class life: Attilio Pusterla 


and the poor man’s eating place

Specially commended

Michel Thiery Natural History Museum, Ghent, Belgium


National Maritime Museum, Dun Laoghaire, Ireland


Nahum Goldmann Museum of the Jewish Diaspora, Tel-Aviv, Israel


Museum of the Tro


pics, Amsterdam, Netherlands


Tromsø Museum, Tromsø, Norway


Royal Armoury, Stockholm, Sweden


Pierre Gianadda Foundation, Martigny, Switzerland


Guernsey Museum and Art Gallery, St Peter Port, United Kingdom

Bank of Ireland Special Exhibitions Award

Archaeological Museum, Thessaloniki, Greece - Treasures of Macedonia

Specially commended

Crédit Communal de Belgique, Brussels, Belgium - Brussels: Building and Rebuilding


Museum of Cultural History, Randers, Denmark - This is all about us; When the asphalt starts rolling; The vagabonds


Award for Creative Museum Management


Dr Alfred Waldis


Swiss Transport Museum, Lucerne, Switzerland
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1981	Stockholm, Sweden

European Museum of the Year Award

Folk Art Museum, Nafplion, Greece

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Music Museum, Stockholm, Sweden

Specially commended

National Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark


Museum of Prehistory of the Ile-de-France, Nemours, France


Museum of Gardeners and Vinegrowers, Bamberg, Germany


Historical Museum, Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany


The Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice, Italy


Museum of the Valley, Zogno, Italy


Ethnological Museum, Muro, Mallorca, Spain


Historical Museum, Olten, Switzerland


Natural History Museum, Solothurn, Switzerland


‘Hunday’, National Farm and Tractor Museum, Stocksfield, United Kingdom

Bank of Ireland Special Exhibitions Award

Northern Animal Park, Emmen, Netherlands - Flowers and colours; Locomotion

Specially commended

People’s Palace Museum, Glasgow, United Kingdom - Glasgow stained glass


Museum of Mankind, London, United Kingdom - Asante, kingdom of gold


Royal Armoury, Stockholm, Sweden - Royal leisure

1982	Milan, Italy

European Museum of the Year Award

Museum of Art and History, Saint-Denis, France

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Åland Museum, Mariehamn, Finland

Specially commended

National Museum of Marble, Rance, Belgium


Archaeological Museum, Kelheim, Germany


Goulandris Natural History Museum, Kifissia, Greece


Palazzo Pepoli Campogrande, Bologna, Italy


Ringve Museum, Trondheim, Norway


Museum of Crafts and Maritime Culture, Lidköping, Sweden


Museum of Stained Glass, Romont, Switzerland


Technorama, Winterthur, Switzerland
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Bank of Ireland Special Exhibitions Award

Awarded jointly to


The Yorkshire Museum, York, United Kingdom - The Vikings in England


The Guinness Museum, Dublin, Ireland - Wine of the country: a James’s Gape at Guinness and Dublin

Specially commended

Museum for the Blind, Brussels, Belgium - The Cathedral

1983	Paris, France

European Museum of the Year Award

Regional Museum, Sargans, Switzerland

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Joanneum: The Provincial Museum of Styria, Graz, Austria

Specially commended

Museum of Old Technology, Grimbergen, Belgium


Museum of Contemporary Art, Dunkirk, France


German Museum of Locks & Fastenings, Velbert, Germany


Roscrea Heritage Centre, Roscrea, Ireland


Museum of the Mediterranean, Stockholm, Sweden


Scottish Agricultural Museum, Edinburgh, United Kingdom


Ulster Folk & Transport Museum, Belfast, United Kingdom


Museum of Leeds, Leeds, United Kingdom


Royal Marines Museum, Southsea, United Kingdom

Bank of Ireland Special Exhibitions Award

Northern Animal Park, Emmen, Netherlands - Flowers and colours; Locomotion

Specially commended

People’s Palace Museum, Glasgow, United Kingdom - Glasgow stained glass


Museum of Mankind, London, United Kingdom - Asante, kingdom of gold


Royal Armoury, Stockholm, Sweden - Royal leisure

Personal Citations

Knud Jensen


Louisiana: Museum of Modern Art, Humlebaek, Denmark –


For his success in arousing the interest of the general public in modern art and in creating an exceptionally 


sympathetic atmosphere for the purpose


Angelos and Niki Goulandris


The Goulandris Natural History Museum, Kifissia, Greece –


For their outstanding work in creating a centre of public education, scholarship 


and training of great national and international importance
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1984	Enkhuizen, The Netherlands

European Museum of the Year Award

Zuiderzee Museum, Enkhuizen, Netherlands

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Awarded jointly to


Living Museum of the Canal du Centre, Thieu, Belgium


The Boat Museum, Ellesmere Port, United Kingdom

Specially commended

Paul Delvaux Museum, Saint-Idesbald, Belgium


David d’Angers Museum, Angers, France


Museum of Navigation, Regensburg, Germany


Museum of Early Industrialisation, Wuppertal, Germany


Fota House, Carrigtwohill, Ireland


Archaeological Museum, Chieti, Italy


Museum of Farming & Crafts of Calabria, Monterosso Calabro, Italy


Evaristo Valle Museum, Gijón, Spain


Museum of the Province of Bohuslän, Uddevalla, Sweden


Museum of the Horse, La Sarraz, Switzerland


Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art, Istanbul, Turkey


The Burrell Collection, Glasgow, United Kingdom


Quarry Bank Mill, Styal, United Kingdom



Note: For administrative reasons, the judging of candidates for the 1985 and 1986 Awards took 


place in 1986 and the presentations were made in 1987.  It was therefore decided to refer to 


these as the 1987 Awards.

1987	Durham, England

European Museum of the Year Award

Beamish: North of England Open Air Museum, Stanley, United Kingdom

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Neukölln Museum, Berlin, Germany

Specially commended

Museum of Biometeorology, Zwettl, Austria


Waterloo Museum, Waterloo, Belgium


Museum of Prehistory, Carnac, France


Wallpaper Museum, Rixheim, France


Ruhr Museum, Essen, Germany


New State Gallery, Stuttgart, Germany


Museum of Cycladic and Ancient Greek Art, Athens, Greece


Sarakatsani Folklore Museum, Serres, Greece
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Municipal Museum, Rende Centro, Italy


Akershus Museum, Strømmen, Norway


National Theatre Museum, Lisbon, Portugal


Forestry Museum, Lycksele, Sweden


Nature Museum, Lucerne, Switzerland


Alimentarium, Vevey, Switzerland


The Ruskin Gallery, Sheffield, United Kingdom

1988	Delphi, Greece

European Museum of the Year Award

Brandts Klaedefabrik, Odense, Denmark

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Awarded jointly to


The Bavarian National Museum, Munich, Germany


Museum of the Convent of Descalzas Reales, Madrid, Spain

Specially commended

Provincial Museum of Modern Art, Ostend, Belgium


Aine Art Museum, Tornio, Finland


Museum of Aquitaine, Bordeaux, France


Normandy Museum, Caen, France


‘Tactual Museum’ of the Lighthouse for the Blind in Greece, Kallithea, Greece


Sa Dom’e Farra Museum, Quartu S. Elena, Italy


Museon, The Hague, Netherlands


Museum of Medieval Stockholm, Stockholm, Sweden


Maison Tavel, Geneva, Switzerland


Antalya Museum, Antalya, Turkey


Mary Rose Museum, Portsmouth, United Kingdom

1989	Basel, Switzerland

European Museum of the Year Award

Sundsvall Museum, Sundsvall, Sweden

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Jewish Historical Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Specially commended

Ecomuseum of Alsace, Ungersheim, France


Museum of Coaches, Carriages, Carts and Wagons, Heidenheim a.d. Brenz, Germany


Municipal Museum, Iserlohn, Germany


International Lace Museum, Nordhalben, Germany


Luigi Pecci Centre for Contemporary Art, Prato, Italy


National Museum of Roman Art, Mérida, Spain
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The Futures’ Museum, Borlänge, Sweden


Bergslagen Ecomuseum, Falun, Sweden


Swiss Museum of Games, La-Tour-de-Peilz, Switzerland


Dulwich Picture Gallery, London, United Kingdom


Brewing and Brewery Museum, Ljubljana, Yugoslavia

1990	Bologna, Italy

European Museum of the Year Award

Ecomuseum of the Fourmies-Trélon Region, Fourmies, France

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Manuel da Maia Museum of Water, Lisbon, Portugal

Specially commended

Heureka - The Finnish Science Centre, Vantaa, Finland


German Cookery Book Museum, Dortmund, Germany


Municipal Museum, Gütersloh, Germany


Røros Museum, Røros, Norway


Marionette Museum, Stockholm, Sweden


National Museum of Photography, Film and Television, Bradford, United Kingdom


National Waterways Museum, Gloucester, United Kingdom

Personal Citation

Graziano Campanini


Municipal Art Gallery, Pieve di Cento, Italy -


In public recognition of his outstanding achievement in stimulating public awareness of the need for conservation


of the local heritage

1991	Helsinki, Finland

European Museum of the Year Award

The Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia, Cyprus

Council of Europe Museum Prize

German Salt Museum, Lüneburg, Germany

Specially commended

Moorland and Peat Museum, Heidenreichstein, Austria


Dairy Museum, Saukkola, Finland


Museum of Automata, Souillac, France


The Old Synagogue, Essen, Germany


Coastal Museum, Gratangsbotn, Norway


Agricultural Museum of Entre Douro e Miño, Vila do Conde, Portugal


House of Wheat and Bread, Echallens, Switzerland


Natural History Museum, Schaffhausen, Switzerland


Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester, United Kingdom
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1992	Leiden, The Netherlands

European Museum of the Year Award

State Museum of Technology and Work, Mannheim, Germany

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Argenta Marsh Museum, Argenta, Italy

Specially commended

National Museum of Asian, African and American Cultures, Prague, Czech Republic


Océanopolis, Brest, France


Museum of Cretan Ethnology, Vori, Greece


Vasa Museum, Stockholm, Sweden


Inveraray Jail, Inveraray, United Kingdom

1993	Guimaraes, Portugal

European Museum of the Year Award

Alta Museum, Alta, Norway

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Awarded jointly to


Kobarid Museum, Kobarid, Slovenia


Archaeological Museum of Istanbul, Istanbul, Turkey

Specially commended

State Archaeological Museum, Konstanz, Germany


King Stephen Museum, Székesfehérvár, Hungary


Museum of the Olive, Imperia Oneglia, Italy


Municipal Museum, Loures, Portugal


Basel Paper Mill, Basel, Switzerland


Manx Museum, Douglas, Isle of Man, United Kingdom

Personal Citation

Dr Corneliu Bucur


Museum of Folk Civilisation in Romania, Sibiu, Romania –


For maintaining and developing his museum in the face of all possible political discouragement

1994	Belfast, Northern Ireland

European Museum of the Year Award

National Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Provincial Museum of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland
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1995	Västerås, Sweden

European Museum of the Year Award

The Olympic Museum, Lausanne, Switzerland

Council of Europe Museum Prize

House of the History of the Federal Republic of Germany, Bonn, Germany

Specially commended

Museum of Traditional Local Culture, Spittal/Drau, Austria


Lapidarium of the National Museum, Prague, Czech Republic


City Museum, Helsinki, Finland


Westphalian Industrial Museum, Waltrop, Germany


Morandi Museum, Bologna, Italy


County Museum of Västernorrland, Härnösand, Sweden


Lindwurm Museum, Stein am Rhein, Switzerland


Museum of Underwater Archaeology, Bodrum, Turkey


City Art Gallery, Southampton, United Kingdom

Personal Citation

Gabriele Mazzotta


Antonio Mazzotta Foundation, Milan, Italy -


For his work in developing an exhibition centre of exceptional quality, which is likely to have a profound and


far-reaching effect on the museum situation in Italy; for his successful efforts to further international co-operation


in the museum field; and for the consistently high standard of his publications programme

1996	Barcelona, Spain

European Museum of the Year Award

Museum of the Romanian Peasant, Bucharest, Romania

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Provincial Museum of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland

Specially commended

Museum of the Práchenské Region, Písek, Czech Republic


Lusto - Finnish Forest Museum, Punkaharju, Finland


Countryside Museum, Usson-en-Forez, France

Specially commended

Historical Record of the Great War, Péronne, France


Museum of Modern Art, Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany


Museonder, Hoenderloo, Netherlands


Cotroceni National Museum, Bucharest, Romania


The Tower Museum, Derry, United Kingdom


Museum of Farnham, Farnham, United Kingdom
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1997	Lausanne, Switzerland

European Museum of the Year Award

Museum of Anatolian Civilisations, Ankara, Turkey

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Children’s Museum, Tropical Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Specially commended

Aboa Vetus & Ars Nova, Turku, Finland


Historical Museum, Bielefeld, Germany


Lower Bavarian Museum of Prehistory, Landau, Germany


Historical and Ethnological Museum of Greek-Cappadocian Civilisations, Nea Karvali, Greece


Bonnefanten Museum, Maastricht, Netherlands


Old Royal Observatory, London, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

Municipal Museum, Idrija, Slovenia

German Safety at Work Exhibition, Dortmund, Germany


Turaida Museum, Turaida, Latvia


Groningen Museum, Groningen, Netherlands


Chiado Museum, Lisbon, Portugal


Gijón Heritage Project, Gijón, Spain


Glassworks Museum, Hergiswil, Switzerland


Museum of Liverpool Life, Liverpool, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

German Safety at Work Exhibition, Dortmund, Germany

Personal Citation

Mr Rahmi M. Koç


Rahmi M. Koç Industrial Museum, Istanbul, Turkey -


In recognition of his enterprise and pioneering spirit in


establishing an industrial and technical museum which will be an


inspiration and encouragement to countries which have hitherto


lacked such institutions.

1998	Samos, Greece

European Museum of the Year Award

The Conservation Centre, NMGM Liverpool, United Kingdom

Council of Europe Museum Prize

The Museum Centre, Krasnoyarsk, Russia
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1999	Ljubljana, Slovenia

European Museum of the Year Award

French Museum of Playing Cards, Issy-les-Moulineaux, France

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Palace of Fine Arts, Lille, France


Specially commended


Otto Lilienthal Museum, Anklam, Germany 


Amedeo Lia Municipal Museum, La Spezia, Italy


Museum De Stadshof, Zwolle, Netherlands


Murska Sobota Regional Museum, Murska Sobota, Slovenia


Vitlycke Museum, Tanumshede, Sweden


Museum of Prehistory, Zug, Switzerland


Gallery of Modern Art, Glasgow, United Kingdom


Maritime Museum of Jersey, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

Verdant Works, Dundee, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

Ecomuseum Bergslagen, Smedjebacken, Sweden

2000	Bonn, Germany

European Museum of the Year Award

Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao, Spain

Council of Europe Museum Prize

In Flanders Fields Museum, Ieper/Ypres, Belgium

Specially commended

Siida – Sámi Museum & Northern Lapland Nature Centre, Inari, Finland


National Socialist Documentation Centre of the City of Cologne, Germany


Museum of Reconstruction, Hammerfest, Norway

Specially commended

Zeppelin Museum, Friedrichshafen, Germany


Neanderthal Museum, Mettmann, Germany


Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum, Paderborn, Germany


Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest, Hungary


Museum of the History of the City of Luxembourg, Luxembourg


Michel Giacometti Museum of Work, Setúbal, Portugal


Vladimir & Suzdal Museum of History, Art and Architecture, Vladimir, Russia


Buckinghamshire County Museum, Aylesbury, United Kingdom
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2001	Pisa, Italy

European Museum of the Year Award

National Railway Museum, York, United Kingdom

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Theatre Museum, Helsinki, Finland

Specially commended

Farmhouse Museum, Bielefeld, Germany


Museum of the City and the District, Monsummano Terme, Italy


Zaans Museum, Koog aan de Zaan, Netherlands


Coal Mining Museum of Slovenia, Velenje, Slovenia


Härjedalen Mountain Museum, Funäsdalen, Sweden


National Museum of Photography, Film & Television, Bradford, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

English Mill’s Cork Museum, Silves, Portugal

2002	City of Luxembourg

European Museum of the Year Award

The Chester Beatty Library, Dublin, Ireland

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Buddenbrook House, Lübeck, Germany 

Specially commended

National Museum of History, Sofia, Bulgaria


City Museum – Street Museum, Helsinki, Finland


Levi Strauss Museum ‘Jeans & Kult’, Buttenheim, Germany


Waterford Treasures Museum, Waterford, Ireland


Permafrost Museum, Igarka, Russia


Museum of Kyburg Castle, Kyburg, Switzerland


STEAM: Museum of the Great Western Railway, Swindon, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

Ceramics Museum of Sacavém, Portugal

Micheletti Award

Industrion, Kerkrade, Netherlands

Visionarium, Santa Maria da Feira, Portugal


Museum Estate of L. Tolstoy, Yasnaya Polyana, Russia


Silver Museum, Arjeplog, Sweden


Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh, United Kingdom
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2003	Copenhagen, Denmark

European Museum of the Year Award

Victoria and Albert Museum – British Galleries, London, United Kingdom

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Laténium – Park and Museum of Archaeology, Hauterive, Switzerland

Specially commended

Kierikki Stone Age Centre, Yli-Ii, Finland


The Goulandris Natural History Museum – Gaia Centre for Environmental Research and Education, Kifissia, Greece


Danube Museum – The Hungarian Museum of Water Administration, Esztergom, Hungary


National Museum of Antiquities, Leiden, Netherlands


CosmoCaixa, Alcobendas (Madrid), Spain


Imperial War Museum – Holocaust Exhibition, London, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

Industrial Museum of Clockmaking, Villingen-Schwenningen, Germany

2004	Kifissia, Greece

European Museum of the Year Award

MARQ, Archaeological Museum of the Province of Alicante, Spain

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Trakya University Sultan Bayazid II Kulliye Health Care Museum, Edirne, Turkey

Specially commended

La Piscine – André Diligent Museum of Art and Industry, Roubaix, France


House of Terror, Budapest, Hungary


Imperial War Museum North, Manchester, United Kingdom

Micheletti Award

Herring Era Museum, Siglufjordur, Iceland

2005	Brussels, Belgium

European Museum of the Year Award

The National Heritage Museum, Arnhem, Netherlands

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Museum of Byzantine Culture, Thessaloniki, Greece

Specially commended

Saxony Museum of Industry, Chemnitz, Germany


Fishing Museum, Palamos, Spain


Mölndal Museum, Mölndal, Sweden
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Micheletti Award

City of Science, Naples, Italy

2006	Lisbon, Portugal

European Museum of the Year Award

CosmoCaixa Barcelona, Spain

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Churchill Museum, London, United Kingdom

Specially commended

inatura - The Natural History Adventure Experience in Dornbirn, Austria


ARoS Denmark, Aarhus, Denmark


National Museum of Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland

Micheletti Award

Tom Tits Experiment, Södertälje, Sweden

2006	Lisbon, Portugal

European Museum of the Year Award

German Emigration Center, Bremerhaven, Germany

Council of Europe Museum Prize

International Museum of the Reformation, Geneva, Switzerland

Specially commended

Museum of the Bresse Region, Saint-Cyr-sur-Menthon, France


The Dolhuys: Museum of Psychiatry, Haarlem, Netherlands


The Railway Museum, Utrecht, Netherlands


Paul Klee Centre, Bern, Switzerland

Micheletti Award

Brunel’s ss Great Britain, Bristol, United Kingdom

2008	Dublin, Ireland

European Museum of the Year Award

Kumu Art Museum, Tallinn, Estonia

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Svalbard Museum, Longyearbyen, Norway

Specially commended

Catharijneconvent Museum, Utrecht, Netherlands


Museum of Almeria, Almeria, Spain


Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum, London, United Kingdom
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Micheletti Award

University Science Museum, Coimbra, Portugal

2009	Bursa, Turkey

European Museum of the Year Award

Salzburg Museum, Salzburg, Austria

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Zeeuws Museum, Middelburg, Netherlands

Specially commended

Archaeological Centre of Almoina, Valencia, Spain


Museum of Life Stories, Speicher, Switzerland


Museum of Modern Art, Istanbul, Turkey

Micheletti Award

Museum of the Jaeren Region, Naerbø, Norway

2010	Tampere, Finland

European Museum of the Year Award

Ozeaneum, Stralsund, Germany

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Portimao Museum, Portimao, Portugal

Specially commended

Museum of Natural Sciences, Brussels, Belgium


The Science Gallery, Dublin, Ireland


Jewish Historical Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Micheletti Award

Agbar Water Museum, Cornellà de Llobregat, Spain

Kenneth Hudson Award

Museum of Contraception and Abortion, Vienna, Austria

2011	Bremerhaven, Germany

European Museum of the Year Award

Gallo-Roman Museum, Tongeren, Belgium

Specially commended

The British Music Experience, London, United Kingdom


Douro Museum, Peso da Regua, Portugal


Museum of the Artist and Story-Teller Stepan Pisakhov, Arkhangelsk, Russia
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Specially commended

Museo Memoria de Andalucia, Granada, Spain


Schiller National Museum, Marbach, Germany


Tampere 1918 – Museum of the Finnish Civil War, Tampere, Finland

Kenneth Hudson Award

Museum of Broken Relationships, Zagreb, Croatia

Silletto Prize

Watersnoodmuseum, Owerkerk, Netherlands

2013	Tongeren, Belgium

European Museum of the Year Award

Riverside Museum: Scotland’s Museum of Transport, Glasgow, United Kingdom

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Museum of Liverpool, United Kingdom

Specially commended

Gobustan National Historical Artistic Preserve, Garadakh district, Azerbaijan


Art Museum Riga Bourse, Riga, Latvia


The National Maritime Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands


San Telmo Museum, San Telmo, Spain

Kenneth Hudson Award

Batalha’s Municipal Community Museum, Damão e Diu – Batalha, Portugal

Silletto Prize

MAS Museum aan de Stroom, Antwerp, Belgium

2014	Tallinn, Estonia

European Museum of the Year Award

The Museum of Innocence, Istanbul, Turkey 

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Baksi Museum, Bayburt, Turkey

Specially commended

Lennusadam, Estonian Maritime Museum, Tallinn, Estonia


Bildmuseet, Umeå, Sweden


Museo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología, A Coruña, Spain


Museo Occidens / Catedral de Pamplona, Spain


Kazerne Dossin – Memorial, Museum and Documentation Centre on Holocaust and Human Rights, Mechelen, Belgium


Flossenbürg Concentration Camp Memorial, Germany
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Kenneth Hudson Award

Žanis Lipke Memorial, Riga, Latvia

Silletto Prize

The Saurer Museum, Arbon, Switzerland

2015	Glasgow, United Kingdom

European Museum of the Year Award

Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Council of Europe Museum Prize

MuCEM: Museum of European and Mediterranean Civilisations, Marseille, France

Specially commended

The Finnish Nature Centre Haltia, Haltia, Finland (Special Commendation for Sustainability)


Red Star Line Museum, Antwerp, Belgium


MUSE: Museo delle Scienze (Science Museum), Trento, Italy


Mary Rose Museum, Portsmouth, United Kingdom


Vorarlberg Museum, Vorarlberg, Austria

Kenneth Hudson Award

The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum, Geneva, Switzerland

Silletto Prize

The Familistère at Guise, France

2016	Tolosa and San Sebastian, Spain

European Museum of the Year Award

POLIN: Museum of the History of Polish Jews, Warsaw, Poland

Council of Europe Museum Prize

European Solidarity Centre, Gdańsk, Poland

Specially commended

Museum of Bibracte, Mont Beuvray, France (Special Commendation for Sustainability)


The Archaeological Museum of Tegea, Tegea, Greece


BZ ´18–´45.One Monument, One City, Two Dictatorships: permanent exhibition  

within the Monument to Victory, Bolzano, Italy


National Military Museum, Soest, The Netherlands


The Information Age Galleries, The Science Museum, London, United Kingdom


The Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester, United Kingdom

Kenneth Hudson Award

Micropia, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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Silletto Prize

Vukovar City Museum, Vukovar, Croatia

2017 Zagreb, Croatia

European Museum of the Year Award

MEG – Museum of Ethnography, Geneva, Switzerland

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Mémorial ACTe, Caribbean Centre of Expressions and Memory of the Slave Trade and Slavery, Guadeloupe, France

Specially commended

Visitor Centre of the Swiss Ornithological Institute Sempach, Switzerland (Special Commendation for Sustainability)


The Old Town. National Open-Air Museum of Urban History and Culture, Aarhus, Denmark


Museum of Confluences, Lyon, France


Heraklion Archaeological Museum, Heraklion, Greece


Muzeum Śląskie, Katowice, Poland


York Art Gallery, York, United Kingdom

Kenneth Hudson Award

Museum of the First President of Russia Boris Yeltsin, Yekaterinburg, Russia

Silletto Prize

Leiria Museum, Leiria, Portugal

2018 Warsaw, Poland

European Museum of the Year Award

Design Museum, London, United Kingdom

Council of Europe Museum Prize

War Childhood Museum, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Silletto Prize

Betina Museum Of Wooden Shipbuilding, Betina, Croatia 

Kenneth Hudson Award

Estonian National Museum, Tartu, Estonia

Special Commendation for Sustainability

Vapriikki Museum Centre, Tampere, Finland

Specially commended

Helsinki City Museum, Helsinki, Finland


Lascaux IV- International Centre for Cave Art, Dordogne, France


Rainis and Aspazija’s Museum, Riga, Jurmala and Dunava, Latvia


Museo dell’ Opera del Duomo, Florence, Italy 
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Museo Egizio, Turin, Italy


University Museum of Navarra, Pamplona, Spain

2019 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

European Museum of the Year Award

Rijksmuseum Boerhaave, The Netherlands

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Museum of Communication, Switzerland

Kenneth Hudson Award

Weltmuseum, Austria

Silletto Prize

Strandingsmuseum St George, Thorsminde, Denmark

Portimao Museum Prize

Brunel’s SS Great Britain, United Kingdom

Special Commendation for Sustainability

World Nature Forum. Switzerland

Specially commended

House of European History, Belgium


Museum of Apoxyomenos, Croatia


Moesgaard Museum, Denmark


The National Museum in Szczecin – The Dialogue Centre Upheavals, Poland


Pan Tadeusz Museum, Poland


Verdun Memorial Museum, France

2020   Online Award Ceremony

European Museum of the Year Award

Stapferhaus, Switzerland 

Council of Europe Museum Prize

The National Museum of Secret Surveillance "House of Leaves" Tirana, Albania 

Kenneth Hudson Award

House of Austrian History, Austria 

Silletto Prize

14 Henrietta Street, Ireland 

Portimao Museum Prize

MO Museum, Lithuania 
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Meyvaert Museum Prize for Sustainability

Wadden Sea Centre, Denmark 

Specially commended

Museum Hof Van Busleyden, Belgium  


M9, Museum of the 20th Century, Italy 


Tropenmuseum, The Netherlands 


Museum of Archaeological Wood “Tatar Settlement”, Russian Federation 


Uchma Museum, Russian Federation 


Troy Museum, Turkey 


National Museum of Scotland, United Kingdom 

2021 Online Award Ceremony

European Museum of the Year Award

Naturalis Biodiversity Center, The Netherlands 

Council of Europe Museum Prize

Gulag History Museum, Russian Federation 

Kenneth Hudson Award

Cosmocaixa, Spain 

Silletto Prize

Kenan Yavuz Ethnography Museum, Turkey 

Portimao Museum Prize

Gruuthusemuseum, Belgium 

Meyvaert Museum Prize for Sustainability

Museum Walserhaus Gurin, Switzerland 

Specially commended

Women’s Museum Hittisau, Austria 


Haapsalu Castle Museum, Estonia 


Futurium, Germany 


Hungarian Museum of Water Management and Environmental Protection – Danube Museum, Hungary  


Thesaurus Cracoviensis – Museum of Krakow, Poland 


Odunpazarı Modern Museum, Turkey 
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